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Dear Reader, 


we S permanent and lafting happinefs is the one 

A Is ly enjoyment that is adequate to the defires 

ie of an immortal foul, it confequently follows, 
that the knowledge of what it confifteth in, and where 
to be enjoyed, ought to be moft defirable ; therefore this 
a SprritvaL MaGaZzINne is intended as a compendious 
treafure of the mof? interefting knowledge to mankind. 


xe & * 


We foall endeavour to open thofe everlafting /prings 
of life, love, and peace, contained in the werd of 
Gop ; which is the rile of our converfation while we 
y live, and the hope of our glorification when we come 

to die; therefore we may fay of the fcripture with 
Tertullian, “ Who can fnow them, and not love 
“them ? Who can*love them and not delicht 
“* to meditate therein day and night, and le 
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“* ta underfiand them?” For the facred fcripture is 
the book of life, whofe original is eternal—whofe know- 
ledge is life— whofe ways are defirable—whofe doctrines 
are eafy—whofe depths are unfearchable—whofe pre- 
cepts are inviting—whofe paths are eligible, and whofe 
glory zs eternal, 


As all rivers and ftreams flow from a fpring-head, 
or fountain, fo all fireams of grace and glory, of life 
and happine/s, flow from the fpring-head of everlaft- 
ing love, Rev. xxii, 1. And he fhewed mea pure ri- 
ver of water of life, clear as chryftal, proceeding from 


the throne of Gop andthe Lamb. We, therefore, 
begin at the fountain-head, viz. at the love of Gov, as 


at 1s a perfection of his nature, an immanent aét in his 
eternal mind, Gop is love. Then with the fixation of. 
his love upon the objects of his delight, together with 
the beauty, glory, and wifdom of Gov difplayed in the 


creation. Then the fubjiance and marrow of the types. 


and adumbrations under the Mofaic difpenfation ; the 
full accomplifoment of the prophecies in the Lorn Jz- 
sus Curist, with the feafonablene/s, fweetnefs, and 
precioufne/s of the promifes ; the covenant of grace, with 
all its extenfive bleffings ; --- the glories of Curist as 
Jehovah by nature, --- and his mediatorial glories as 
Prophet, Prieft, and King ;---Head and Hufband of his 
church ;---the operations of the Hory Guost, in con- 
viction, in comfort, and divine eftablifbment ; --- the joy 
and confolation of the chriftian ;---the glory of the divine 
ordinances of Gon’s houfe, together with the many obli- 

gations 
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gations the chriftian is under to love and heavenly obedi- 
ence ; ---the doctrines of grace fupported im their clear- 
nefs and cogency ;---the metaphors opened in their mar- 
row and fulnefs; --- the parables illuffrated accord- 
ing to thetr nature and tendency, and the love of Chrift- 
ians promoted from the heart with warmth and life. 


Thefe are fome of the happy branches of life and love, 
we fhall endeavour to lay before the Chriftian Reader, 
tn fuch a ‘plain and compendious manner, that the 
meanest Chriftian may drink full draughts of life at 
the flowing flreams of falvation ; and yet, noi fo mean, 
but that the more polite, elegant, and fublime Chrifiian 
may entertain his capactous mind, and delight his exten- 

Sive foul, as the judgment of the learned, the deep under- 
ftanding of the moft knowing, the profound conftdera- 
tion of the moft renowned for wifdem in divine things, 
will be confulted, and every pious obfervation cropped, 
to render the CHRISTIAN’S GRAaNDTREASURE 
a delightful flowery path of bleffings to the reader, io 
fit and prepare his foul (by a divine bleffing upon the 
whole) for the beatific vifton of bis Saviour face to 
face, and the confummation of thofe joys that flow at 
his right hand for evermore; yoys that are without 
an example, above experience, and beyond imagina- 
tion; for which the whole creation wants a comparifon, 
we an apprebenfion, and even the word of Gop a re- 
velation, We fball add no more, but our cvarmef? and 


united defires at the throne of grace, that fbowers of 
divine 
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divine bleffings may attend and richly crown the whole 
performance, to the readers joy, and the crown of our 
rejoicing in the day of the Lorn. 


Almighty, Omnipotent, and Ommprefent JEHovAH 
Jesus, in whom 1s all grace and glory, naturally and ef 
fentially ; thou art the life-giving, and the life-maintain- 
ing head of the church, from Thee all the bleffings of 
life and peace flow, as the fruit of thy Father’s Plea- 
fare, command therefore the happy bleffings of thy pow- 
er, thy blood and love, by the operations of thy fpi- 
rit, upon the united endeavours of thy fervants, to pro- 
mote life, love and zeal, in the hearts of thy chil- 
dren to thy dear name; boly obedience to thy ways, 
lave to one another, and a conftant attendance upon the 
folemnities of thy houfe. 
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TRUTH. 


ELL met, my dear Friendly, a happy day to you; but 
MW why fo penfive ? fure your countenance indicates a 


be %Kx¢ deep concern of mind ? 


Friendly. My dear Truth, glad am I to fee you, my only 
fricnd trom whom my mind grows big with expectation. You 
enquire why fo penfive ? you know, my dear 7ruts, that my 
labours have been great, my ftudies large, my enquiries and 
re-enquiries after happinefs numberlefs ; my purfuits indefati- 
gable in the fields of nature, my fearches in the volumes there- 
of have been conftant, with eager purfuits here have I fought 
for true felicity, folid contentment of mind, for an adequate 
happinefs fuited to the boundlefs defires of my immortal foul ; 
but, alas! thefe fprings fail me! all the fountains of nature 
cannot fatisfy! methinks I feel infinitely more reafon to cry out 
than the Prophet Jaiah did, Woe is me, for Lam undane- 
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Trath, Tam glad, my dear Friendly, it rejoices my heart to 
find yot, in the firft place, fo fenfible of your real wants, and 
fecondiy, fo deeply fenfible of the uncertainty and unfatisfy- 
ingnefs of all the treafures of nature, to fatisfy the defires of 
your immortal foul. And thirdly, you might well under this 
view cry out, Woe is me, for Lam undone’ as you have been 
fecking the living among the dead. 


Friendly. Dear Truth I acknowledge that I have been fecking 
the living among the dead, as all the volumes of nature have 
never opened one page of life to my mind, but fuch that is of 
a decaying, fluctuating, perifhing nature ; with all my know- 
ledge I find myfelf loft for want of knowing ; furely one thing 
is needful, but upon the firft view I had of my dear Truth, my 
mind immediately grew big with expectation of that growing 
inftruction and dwine direction, I fhould happily meet with, 
from that real friendfhip you have fo often expreffed for me. 


Truth. The fountains fhall not more freely flow, nor the fur 
with more joy rejoice to run its race, than my heart fhall im- 
part every thing that is interelting to muke my Friendly happy. 


Friendly. To enjoy your prefence is happinefs, but to enjoy 
your heart is the life of that joy, therefore, my dear Truth, 
give me leave to build infinite hopes upon thefe teftifications of 
P . . . ‘ — Pe ? . . . . * 
love, by giving juft anfwers to the following enquiries : In 
what does true happinefs confift, as all the knowledge of na- 
ture, fweetnefs of pleafure, laurels of honour, fail of affording 
> 


It 


Truth. Friendly, fice your enquiries are fo fincere, and ear- 
neit after true happinefs, and joys of an eternal nature, with 
the greater liberty of mind I anfwer, true and real happinefs of 
an immortal foul, confifts in the rich enjoyment of the love of 
the Three that bear record in Heaven, Fatutr, Sox, and Ho- 
uy Guost; the Gop of love 


Friendly. 
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Friendly. How do you prove that true happinefs confifteth 
therein ? You muft, my dear Truth, make is appear as evident 
as the fun in its meredian altitude, ’ere my foul can venture 
her eternal reft, her everlafting all upon it! every argument 
mult carry with it a fatisfa@ion of the truth it is brought to 
prove ; for, fenfible I am, that I am yet ina miferable ftate, 
therefore I long to know in what true happinefs confifts, that 
I may come to the enjoyment of it. 


Truth, My dear Friendly, the clofer yout enquiries are, the 
greater is my pleafure to fatisfy you ; I hope to thew that abi- 
lity and capaciouinefs of mind, as to make it refulgent that 
true happinefs confileth in the poffeffion and enjoyment of Jr- 
HovAH’s love, by the following arguments. Firft, becaufe 
Jexovan’s love is the fountain of all happinefs, to all beings 
that are happy ; as all the {prings of happinefs in his nature 
arife from his perfections, he is the ocean of all blifs, the ori« 
gin and fource of felicity, the fountain of life, the fea of grace 
and glory, the life of joy, the fum of happiaefs, independent 
of all nature, things, or beings, and happy in himielf above 
all bleflings and praife ; therefore, fays an infpired writer, /f 
thou be righteous what gaveft thou unto him, or what receiveft be at 
thy hands ? Such is his all-futhciency that it has no dependency ; 
all the happinefs that ever was, that now is, or ever will be, 
f{prings from the perfections of JeExovan, arifeth from the inex- 
hauftible fountain of Deity, and flows as one permanent ftream 
through time and eternity ; all happinefs centers in him origin- 
ally, flows from him continually, theréfore it muft be compleat 
happinefs to enjoy his favour: As faith the pious pfalmift, P/- 
xxx- 5. In his favour there is life, the life of happinefs. My {fe- 
cond argument, to prove that real happinefs confifts in the love 
of Gop, is this, Angelsand Arch-angels enjoy all their felicity 
and happinefs therefrom; that Angels are happy beings might 
be eafily proved from their dignity and greatnefs, as princes im 
glory; therefore they are ftiled, Principalities and powers in bea- 

B venly 
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venly places, Eph. iii 10- "Their happinefs may be argued from 
their employment, whichistwo-fold. Firft, their employment 
is to praife and adore the author of their happinefs, afcribing 
falvation to him that fitteth upon the throne, and te the Lamb. Rev. vii- 
10, They are alfo employed to watch over the church of Gop, 
to encamp round about them that fear him, therefore fays the 
Apoftle, Heb. i, 14. Are they not all minjflering Spirits, fent forth 
to minifier to them that fhall be heirs of falvation ? Thus their em- 
ployment befpeaks their happinefs- But, thirdly, their happi- 
nefs may be argued from their fituation and dwelling, as it is in 
the immediate prefence of Gop, therefore fays our dear Lorn, 
{peaking of his difciples, their Angels do always behold the face of my 
Father, which is in heaven, Matt. xviii, 10 But you will fay, no 
wonder that Angels are happy, becaufe thefe you have been de- 
{cribing never finned. I anfwer, their happinefs does.not arife 
fo much from the innocency of their nature, and the rectitude 
of their obedience, as from diftinguifhing favour and divine fe- 
curity, therefore they are called by the Apoftle, ele? Angels, & 
Zim- 21. The angels that are now in glory, were no more pure 
or perfect by nature, than thofe that fell from their firft habita- 
tion: Their fall from heaven and happinefs, from Gop and 
glory, was the confequence of their finning, but their finning 
Sprung from their mutability, being fubjecét to change ; and the 
Angels in glory, were as fubject by nature to a fall as they, but 
diftinguifhing favour, and divine fecurity preferved them ; there- 
fore their happinefs centers in Jenovan’s lovey This leads me, 
Friendly, in the third place, to prove the love of Gop to be the 
fountain of happinefs, as all the faints in glory have their hap- 
pinefs and enjoyment therefrom ; you will allow the faints in 
glory muft be in a happy ftate, as they are free from all that is 
miferable, and in full poffeffion of all that is happy ; as every de- 
fire is fatisfied, every enjoyment accomplifhed, every with grant- 
ed, prayer turned into praife, faith into open vifign, and hope 
tnto full fruition, 
Friendly. 
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Friendly. My dear Truth, 1 acknowledge that the faints im glo- 
ry are perfectly happy, but does their happinefs arife from the 
love of Govas.a free gift, or does it arife from their own obedi- 
ence, thereby fecuring Gon’s favour ? 


Truth. 1 anfwer, that their happine(s.arifeth purely (without 
any dependence upon their own obedience) from divine favour ? 
an enquiry is made in Heaven, Whence came they ? and the an- 
{wer is returned, Thefe are they that came out of much tribula- 
tion, and have wathed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb, they theméelves. witnefs this truth, in Rev- i, ¢- 
Unto him that has loved us, and wafhed us from cur fins in his own blood, 
and hath made as Kings and Priefgs unto Gon and his Father, to hime 
be glory and dominjon, for ever and ever.: Their. enjoyment proves 
their happinefs, and their adoration of the Lamb, from whence 
it{prings. But this leads me, my dear Friendly, to obferve one 
argument more im the fourth place, that real happinefs is only 
to be enjoyed in the love of Gop, as all the faints in life have 
their comfort, fupport and joy therefrom, and are therefore fti- 
led by the Hoty Guosr, a happy people, Happy art thou, O 
Ufrael, whois like unto thee; a people faved by the Lonps They 
furely muft be happy, who have Gop for their portion, who 
have Curist for their all in all, who can rejoice in hope of 
the glory of Gop, jay in tribulation, rejoice with joy unfpeaka- 
ble and full of glory, who can through grace, clafp the promi- 
fes, {weep the bleflings of the everlafting covenant into their 
ewn bofoms, as a divine treafure for their immortal minds to 
feed upon; thereby they can rejoice in life, fing at. death and 
triumph beyond the grave, I clofe my argument. with divine 
authority, Pjal, exliv, 15. Happy is the people that is im fuch a cafe, 
happy is that people whofe Gap is the Lonp, I might here have 
added one argument more, that true happinefs confifteth in the 
enjoyment of the love of Gon, as it is no where elfe to be found ; 
hut as this argument is already engraven on your heart, I need 


nat ange it; as | have already proved that the divine nature and 
perfections 
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perfections of Gon is the fountain of happinefs, that the Angels 
joy is fupplied therefrom, the glory of the faints in heaven en- 
joyed therein, the comforts of the faints on earth poffeffed there- 
by ; indeed it is impoflible for any fallen creature to be happy, 
till he is reftored to that nature, or enjoyment, he is tallen from, 
or to that enjoyment that is more glorious. 


Friendly. Y have liftened to your arguments with the utmoft 
attention ; their force and energy is nothing lefs than divine, 
as I now believe, and am compleatly fatistied, that true happi- 
nefs is only to be enjoyed in the love ot Gon: As it is the foun- 
tain of happinefs itielf, the fupply to Angels, the glory and 
poffeffion of the Saints in Heaven, and what makes the Saints 
here on earth, not only joyful, but infinitely happy compared 
with me. But, my dear Truth, bear with my inquifitions, as I 
am fearching after happinefs as one that is fearching for hid- 
den treafures ; therefore you muft give me leave to enquire in- 
to the nature and properties of this love ! and then, fecondly, 


how J thall come to the enjoyment of it ? 


Truth. It is with infinite pleafure, that I view you make fuch 
deep fearches after true happinefs ; aflure yourfelf that that joy 
which burns in the bofom of true friendfhip, flames in mine, to 
unfold to you the glories and properties of divine love: You 
will then obferve, that the love of Gop, which contains all our 
happinefs, is one eternal fountain of felicity, as his pame and 
his nature is love ; therefore, it is faid, 1 Fosn iv. 16 Gop 
is lwe; yet his love is in his word diverfified and known 
by many characters. Therefore, to begin in the firft place, 
"The love of Gop is a free love, by which I mean it is free 
to us without any motive or expedtation taken from us ; 
it is a free love from Gop himfelf without any reluctancy ; 
never dida fountain flow {fo free with water, or the unwea- 
ried tide return its ufual courfe, or the clouds drop down 
their gentle and enlivening fhowers, with fuch life and freedom, 

ay 
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as the love of Gop flows to his people ; therefore the Hory 
Guost compares it to a river, Pfal. xlvi, 4. There is a river, 
the fireams whereof fhall make glad the city of Gov. From the ra- 
pidity and freedom of Gon’s love to his people, flow the fol- 
lowing Invitations, J/z. lv. 1. Ho, every one that thirfieth, come ye 
to the waters ; which denotes not only liberty to come, but the 
freedom of the waters of life flowing ; therefore, fays our dear 
Lorp, Jf any man thirft, let him come unto me and drink, and in- 
forces this invitation with all the energy of omnipotence—with 
the attraction of divine fweetnefs—with all the charms of an in- 
finite fatisfaction ; in Rev.xxi,6- Unto hime that is athirft, will I give 
to drink of the water of life freely ; and thus it appears to be a tree 
love in its nature, and in its communications. A fecond pro- 
perty of this love is, it is a fovereign love, it does not flow by 
neceflity of nature, though it flows from the perfections of his 
nature ; yetfo as Jexovay was at free liberty to love, with 
complacency and delight, the human race, or not ; therefore 
his love flows to his people from his fovereign pleafure ; as {al- 
vation is the refult of fovereignty, he would have mercy upoa 
whom he would have mercy, becaufe it was his fovereign plea- 
fure fo to do; therefore fays the Apoltle, Fp/. i, 9. and hath o- 
pened to us the myflery of bis will, avcording to his good pleafure, which 
he purpofed in himfelf. But, thirdly, another property of the 
love of Gop is, it is a rich and valuable love, rich in its nature, 
as it has all the riches of Deity in it ; pregnant with all the 
glories of the Godhead, glorified with every perfeXion of the di- 
vine nature, cloathed with the merit of infinity ; therefore 1t is 
by the Apoftle ftiled unfearchable riches ; as all the riches of na- 
ture, grace and glory are contained in it ; its exuberant beams 
maintain the riches of glory above, and fpreads in the mind the 
riches of comfort here below : It is likewife rich in its effects, 
for we, by nature, are not only bankrupts and beggars, but by 
tranfgreflion we have forfeited every favour; yet fuch is the ri- 
ghes of divine love, it raijeth usfrom the dunghill to the throne, 

from 
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from our being children of wrath by nature, to become childrea 
of Gop, heirs with Gop, and joint heirs with Curist Jesus; 
that we that had nothing by nature to pay,nor nothing to plead, 
have, through the riches of divine love, wherewith to pay an in- 
finite fatisfaction to an infinite juftice, and wherewith to plead 
for the life and falvation of our precious fouls, viz. all the perfec- 
tions and promifes of eur Gop, the good word upon which he 
has caufed us to hope, which is an anchor to our fouls, fure 
and ftedfaft, reaching within the vail; thusit is rich in its na- 
ture, rich m its effects, and valuable in its provifion, fe valua- 
ble that the Angels adore it, the Saints admire it, the Apoftles 


utter it forth with notes of admiration, the affemblies of Zion. 


love to commemorate it ; therefore fays one, Pfal. ixiti, 3. Be- 
caufe thy loving kindnefs is better than life, my lips Joall praife thee. 


And in the fourth place, it is a diftinguifhing love to men and 
Angels, therefore the Angels are ftiled elect Angels, and men 
are called in fcripture chofen veflels, vefels of honour afore appointed 
unto glory, chofem unto falvation : It appears to be diftinguifhing in 
its nature, from the Lorp’s own mouth, therefore he fays, Ja- 
cob have I loved; diftinguifhing in its effects, as it fpreads in the 
mind that lively hope that maketh not afhamed, becaufe the 
love of our Gop is fhed abroad inthe heart ; this love is dift 
tinguifhing in the {pring and rife of it, ard it always fpreads in 
the enjoyment of its ftreams of diftinguifhing joy, a joy that the 
ftranger intermeddleth not with ; in fhort the life of Heaven, 
the cream of comfort, the confummation of glory fprings from 
diftinguifhing love, therefore fays the raptured Church, with 
her golden harp, Rev. i, 5. To him that ha: lowed us, Gc. and fays 
the Apoltle, who loved me, and gave himfelf for me. But fhall I 
forget to tell my Friendly, that diftinguifhing love fhines with 
beams as bright as the fun to the people of Gop, inafmuch. 2s 
their names are writ in Heaven ; fet a feal upon the Savicrr’s 
heart, enrolled in the Lams’s book of Life, and in his interceflo- 
ry prayer, John xvii, 9. J pray not for the world, but for them that 

thou 
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thou haf? given me out of the world. But my dear Friendly, I fear 
I trefpafs on your patience. 


Friendly, Go on, my deat Truth, for your words convey life 
to my mind, knowledge tomy underftanding, and fatisfaction 
to my foul. 


Truth. Then another property of the love of Gop is, it is a 
wonderful and amazing love, it is wonderful to Angels, which 
thing, fays the Apoftle, the Angels defire to pry into,—the An. 
gels in glory well knew that Curist, ia his divine nature, was 
above all fufferings and forrows, therefore it appears wonderful 
to them, that the Lorn of glory fhould undertake to bear all the 
fufferings, and endure all forrows in the human nature ; how 
the divine word that was with Gop, and that was Gop, that 
created all things, could be made fleth, and dwell with maa ; it 
appears indeed wonderful tothem, how the independent fountain 
of happinefs could fay, I thirft, how the rofe of glory could lofe its 
fragrancy, how the brightnefs of theF’ather’s glory, could be vail- 
ed, how theSun of rizhteoufnefs could eclipfe his beams ina cloud 
of wrath,how the bright and morning-ftar could be darkened, ap- 
pears wonderful to them,well might theApoitle ery out with holy 
rapture, 1 Zim. iti, 16. Great is the myflery of Godlinefi: Gov was made 
manifeft in the fiefb,feen of Angels : limight juftly add, it is wonder- 
ful to mankind; the pious pialmift, upon a prophetic view of this 
wonderful love, cries out, in a kiad of traniport, How exceWent 
és thy loving-kindnefi, OGov ! Indeed this love appears fo wonder- 
ful to the foul,when it enjoys a {weet fenfation of it, that like one 
overcome and loft in conceiving of it, cries out, How precious are 
thy thoughts unto me,O Gov! How great is the fum of them? Here- 
in is love, love to a wonderful degree, behold what manner of lowe 
the father has beflowed upon us. And herel would obferve, in the 
fixth place, that the love of Gop is a ftrong and inviolable love, 
~~it is almighty as to its. {trength,—ommnipotent as to its power, 
it isa love ftronger than death, Cant, viii, 6. it is alove that 
conquers by its flrength, and goes on to conquer, making the 

unwilling 
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unwilling finner willing by its power, fee P/. cx. 3. It bowed 
Manafeth’s wicked rebellious will to the obedience of faith, and 
Paul’s hardened heart againft the gofpel, to love the Lorp Jr- 
sus Curis, 10 as to count all things but lofi and dung, for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of him, Phil. iii. 8. Whom to know is life e 
ternal. The ftrength and power of Je&Hovan’s love appears in 
bearing with his people’s provocations, furmounting the moun- 
tains of their corruptions, breaking through a thoufand -op- 
pofitions to their hearts, dafhing in pieces the defigns of fin and 
Satan, and effectually accomplithing the falvation of believers. 
But I haften, in the feventh place, to obferve, that the love of 
Gop is an incomprehenfible love ; here the ideas of men and 
angels are loft, not about the reality and certainty of this love, 
but with regard to the glories of it ; for what finite being can 
fathom infinite love ? it is too high to be comprehended, and 
too deep to be fathomed ; a Seraph’s mind may foar on high, 
but cannot to eternity reach the heights ot infinite love : Well 
might the Apoftle then fay, it paffeth all knowledge. Eph. iii, 19. 
Therefore, my dear Friendly, confequently, in the eighth place, 
it is an unfpeakable and unparallelled love ; much has been faid 
of the love of Gop, in all ages and generations, the birth of 
time brought forth the tidings of it, the promifes proclaimed it, 
the prophecies foretold it, the types fhadowed it, the prophets 
{weetly fang of it, the embaffadors of peace preached it, the 
epiftles of the gofpel arc full of it, the church rejoices in it, yet 
it remains an unfpeakable love ; I may fay of it as the Queen of 
Sheba did of the wifdom of Solomon, One half has not been told : It 
appears to be an unparallelled love, as no love ever equalled it, 
or could ever bear a competition with it, therefore, fays a di- 
vine writer, Gop /2 loved the world, as not to be expreft either by 
men or angels, fo as not to be parallelled ; Facobindeed is faid to 
ferve feven years for Rachel, and to count them but as a few days 
for the love he had for her : Jonathan’s love to David is faid to 
be wonderful; but Faceb’s love to Rachel is loft, and Jonathan's 
leve to David vanishes, when compared to love /fi onger er death, 
weeter 
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fwecter than honey ; that eye hath not feen, nor ear heard of, 
neither entered into the heart of man to conceive of, yet comi- 
mended to us while we were yet finners ; for 4ercin, fays the A- 
poltie, ts love, not that we loved Gov, but that he firft loved us, and 
gave his Son to be a propitiation for our fins, 1 John iv, 10. I goon 
to obferve, in the ninth place, that the love of Gop is an exten- 
live and boundlefs love ; its extenfive nature is feen in the rich 
and ample provifion it makes for us, fee Co/. i, 19. in the rich 
and conftant fupplies it affords us, in the joy it communicates 
to us; that however boundlefs our wants are, the love of Gop 
is infinitely more boundlefs to fupply them ; it is as wide as e- 
ternity, as boundlefs as the ocean, it fills the angelic holt with 
joy, the church triumphant with glory, and the faints in their 
militant fate with comfort ; therefore, fays the Hoty Guosr, 
Jokn i, 16. Out of his fulnefs we all receive, and that grace for grace ; 
it appears to be boundleis in its invitations, whoioever will, let 
him come and take of the water Of life freely, a view of this made 
the pfalmift to fay, a// my /prings are in thee, Pf. Ixxxvin, 7.- 

Which leads me to obferve, that the love of Gop is an eternal 
and unchangeable love ; as to its date, it is from everlaf 
and as to its duration, itis to the days of eternity ; his love can 
never ceafe to be, while his name is Jenovan, or his power 
omnipotent, or his promifes infinite ; there is no limitation oi 
his love as to duration, for it is as durable as Deity, as latting 
as eternity, as permanent as his throne, and as unchangeable 
as his nature ; his love is bottomed upon his oath, fprings frem 
his perfeétions, fettled by covenant, and fealed by blood, there- 
fore it can know no change, nor the leaft fhadow of turning, 
If ever any thing can make an alteration in the love of Gon, it 
rault be either fomething unforefeen by him,or unknown to him; 
as to his foreknowledge, all things that ever was, that now is, 
that ever will be, was naked to his. omnifcient eye ; 
fays Job, Hell is naked before him, and defiruGion has no covering ; 
the Lorn himfeif teftifies the truth of this by the prophet Vic 
xlviit, 8. J knew (faith the Lorp to his Church) that thou woul- 
deft grievoufly tranffrefi, yet the language of his heart is, 20 yet =~, 
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Hof. iii, 1. Therefore nothing unknown, or unforefeen, car 
change hislove ; hence itis that the Apoftle concludes with fuch 
authority, wor things prefent, nor things to come, Shall be able to fepa- 
rate us from the love of Gov, which is in Curist Jesus our Lorn. 
Therefore the love of Gop remains inviolable, firm, and eter- 
nally fure ; Adam’s fall, nor man’s tranfgreffion, makes no change 
in it ; Satan’s power can never evade its force, nor change Js- 
Hovan’s mind; having, fays an infpired writer, loved his own 
that were in the world, he loved them to the end. Upon which account 
the prophet Zephaniah fays, he refs in his love, Zeph. iii, 17. 
therefore it follows, that faithfulnefs mult become faithlefs, 
truth untrue, juftice unjuft, kindnefs unkind, and every perfec- 
tion of his nature loft, ’ere his love can know the leaft remova- 
tion from the object once loved ; this truth is as firm as the lips 
of Deity can declare it, and the language of Heaven confirm it, 
Mal. iii, 6. Iam the Lord, I change not, therefore the Sons of Jacob 
are not confumed. But I venture to add once more, and fo clofe 
my defcription of the nature and properties of the love of Gop ; 
in the Jaft place it is a love of a fuperlative delight,and the high- 
eft complacency in the obje& loved. JeHovaAn’s love to his 
church, is the fame for delights and complacency, as it is to 
Curist confidered as Meuiator, That Curist was the objec 
of his Father’s delight, confidered as the head of the Church, 
appears with beams of truth as bright as the fun ; J was, fays 
Curist, by him as one brought up with him: Iwas daily his delight, 
rejoicing always bere him, Prov. viii, 30. and his Father, by the 
prophet, ftiles Curist his eled?, in whom bis foul delighted. And 
it is evident by fcripture, by comparing {piritual things with fpi- 
ritual, which makes it evident tothe mind that he loves his peo- 
ple with the fame love of delight, as he does the Lorp Jrsus, 
confidered as the head of the church; here is an argument that 
has all the energy of Deity in it, that has all the force of divine 
authority,for it is the voice of him that fpake as never man fpake ; it 
is Currst, {peaking to his Father concerning his love to his peo- 
ple, John xvii, 23. dnd haf loved them as thou hq tloved me. Upon 
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which account the church is called Hebszibath, the Lorn delight- 
eth in thee; therefore the prophet fays, as a bridegroom rejsices o- 
ver his bride, fo foall thy Gon rejoice in thee ; fee with what life and 
divine pathos, the prophet Zephaniah {peaks to this purpofe, 
Zeph. iii, 17. Fre will refi im his love, he will rejoice over thee with 
Ja, be will joy over thee with jfinging ; which proves the fuperla- 
tive delight of the mind in the object beloved, as it denotes to leap 
or exult with joy ; for if Jenovan did not love his people witha 
love of delight and complacency, he would never have faved them 
from the wrath that istocome. The Apoftle grounds the falvati- 
on of Gop’s people, upon his love of delight unto them before 
they were cailed out of darknefs into his marvellous light. See Eph. ii, 
49 $+ For the great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in fin, hath quickened us.» Hence it is that the Lorn bears 
with our provocations, heals our backflidings, fupplies our wants, 
guides us by his counfels, and at laft receives us to glory ; be- 
caufe he delighted in us. Indeed his love of complacency may 
be proved from the titles and appellations he gives his people iz 
his word, as he calls them his jewels, his portion, his inheritance, 
his bride, his fpoufe, his treafure, his royal diadem, his throne, 
and Ais crown of glory, Ua. \xii,3. Thus, my dear Friendly, ft 
have, in the firft place, laid before you in a fuccinct manner the 
original and grand fountain of all true happinefs, viz. the love 
of Gov. And, fecondly, expatiated upon the glories and pro- 
perties of this love, as it is revealed in the word of Gop, asa 
free and fovereign love, as an early and ancient love, as a rich 
and valuable love, as a diftinguifhing and difcriminating love, 
as an inconceivable, and incomprehenfible love, as an unuttera! 
ble and inexpreflible love, as a ftrong and inviolable love, as 2 
permanent and durable love, and as an eterna! and unchangea- 
ble love. Laftly, as.a love of delight, and the higheft compla- 
cency. But now what ideas does my Friendly form of it? 


Friendly, My dear Truth, my foul is compleatly fatisfied with 
your defcription of true happinefs; I am entertained with it, aid 


delighted beyond expreffion, beyond conception, with the glories 
and 
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and properties of that love, that is the fountain, fource, fupe 
ply, and confummation of it ; my heart burns with intenfe de- 
fire after the poffeflion and enjoyment of it, as your arguments 
from the facred word, have fpread a death upon that happinefs 


J promifed myfelf from the fields of nature’s pleafure, the vo- 


Jumes of earthly knowledge, and the gratifications of a carnal 
mind. Therefore, my dear Truth, forgive the eagernefs of my_fe- 
cond enquiry, how fhall I enjoy an intereft in this love, that is 
the fea and fupply of all happinefs ? 


Truth. It isa peculiar pleafure to me, to find that your foul 
breathes fo earneft after the poffeffion of that happinefs, that is 
adequate to all your wifhes, and commenfurate to every fpiritn- 
al defire, asages can never wafte it, eternity can never exhault 
it, therefore the life and happinefs of an immortal foul is bound 
up in it ; but it is quite neceffary that you are, in the firlt place, 
well acquainted with your ftate by nature, which will ferve 
much to enhance the worth and grandeur of that happinefs you 
Jong for, be your comfort and joy here, and your glory and fe» 
licity hereafter. 


Friendly. 1 am all ear, all attention, to every inftruétion that 
may ferve as a porch and introduétion to that felicity I long te 


enjoy. 


Truth. I will be as brief and as fucciné upon this head as pof- 
fible ; by the way you will give me leaye to remind you that the 
{criptures are the volumes of firm, eternal and unfhaken truth, 
as the author is the Gop of truth, as the feribes of it were the 
men of truth, called holy men of old, the Hoty Guost; Ama- 
nuenfes and pen-men to the feeretaries of Heaven, as they wrote 
as they were moved by the Hoty Guosrt, theretore the fubjects 
contained in feripture, mu& be the matter of truth, and confe- 
quently your ftate by nature, as therein defcribed, muft be an 
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unfhaken truth. 
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Friendly. Begin then and let me know what ftate the fcripture 
defcribes mankind to be in by nature, 


Truth. Your earneft defires, Friendly, {pread life and vivacity 
through all my intentions; to begin in the firlt place, your flate 
by nature is defcribed as afar from.Gon, Eph. ti, 13. Ye that 
vere fometimes afar off, which points ove that dillance that fin has 
made between Gop and your foul, that you, are by nature afar 
from Gop, as to your knowledge of him ; and confequently as to 
your communion with and enjoyment of him, fin has made an in- 
finite breach betweenGop and your foul, a breach as wide as Hea- 
venand Hell. But, fecondly, your breach is not only cefcribed as 
afar from Gop, but at enmity to Gop, Col. i, 21. And you that 
nvere fometimes alienated, and enemies in your minds by wicked works ; 
your affeions are totally by fin eltranged from Gon, alienated 
from him, averfe to his ways, rebelhious to his laws, the repeat- 
ed aéts of your mind by nature, is a complication of enmity to 
Gop, if the authority of an infpired writer conveys any energy 
to your mind, Rem. viii, 7, Becaufe the carnal mind is enmity a- 
gainft Gow ; for it is not fubje€? to the law of Gon, neither indeed 
can be. Likewife your ftate by nature is defcribed as dead, with- 
out any fpiritual life at all ; fee Eph. ii, 1. Who were dead in tref- 
pafes and fins ; you will obferve, a man that lies dead in his grave 
can never move in things natural, till life be given him, becaufe 
he is dead, fo your foul can never move in things fpiritual, fuch 
as faith in Curist, and love to him, till {piritual life be given 
you from above ; therefore regeneration is called apafing from 
death unto life, if a man is raifed from the grave, it muft be by 
an omnipotent power ; fo if your foul is raifed from the death of 
fin, from the grave of iniquity, it muff be, fays the Apoftle, dy 
the exceeding greatne/s of his power, which is unto us who believe ; a- 
gain, if you call ever fo loud to perfons in the grave, your voice 
makes no impreffion on them, becaufe they are dead ; foin like 
manner the voice of Providence, the voi¢e of the law, - and’ 
the voice of the gofpel makes no impreffion upon the fia- 
pacrs migd, though Gop has commanded his minifters to cry 
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aloud and to fpare not ; the reafon is, becaufe by nature they 
are dead in trefpaffes and fins, therefore by the prophet Tfaiah, 
they are defcribed as having ears, but hearing not ; once more, ana- 
tural death brings on the deftrudction of the body, and its con- 
fummation by worms ; fo a fpiritual death, the death of the foul 
in trefpafs and fins, brings on its eternal deftruétion (if grace 
p-events not) by that worm that dicth not, and its confumati- 
on by that fire that is not quenched. 


Bat, I proceed in the fourth place, to let you know that your 
ftate by nature is defcribed as without hope, fee Eps. ii, 12. Ha- 
ving no hope, and without Gov in the world; which denotes our 
having no true hope in a ftate of nature, having no knowledge 
of the true foundation of hope, which is the death and in- 
finite atonement of CurisT ; no acquaintance with the object 
of hope, which is Carist confidered as God-man, the migh- 
ty Saviour ; no correfpondence with the expectation of hope, 
which is ftrength to fupport, grace to fupply, and glory to en 
joy ; if without this hope, we are then confequently withoutGow 
in the world. 


In the next place, your ftate by nature is defcribed as without 
ftrength, fee Rom.v, 6. For when we were yet without Srrengtb, &e, 
which points out yourimbecillity and weaknefs in things {piritual; 
a man that is in a miferable ftate, and without ftrength in that 
ftate, if ever he is recovered therefrom, it mult be by a fuperi- 
or power, than that of his own: In like manner your ftate be- 
ing miferable, as being a child of wrath by ‘nature, and being 
‘ without ftrength in this flate, if ever you are recovered there- 
from, it muft be by an omnipotent power ; if ever you are faved; 
it muft be by Gon’s almighty arm that brings falvation. 


But I would juft obferve to you, in the fixth place, that the 
ftate of mankind by nature is defcribed as ungodly, fee Rom. v,6. 
tn due time Curis died for the ungodly; which denotes the viciofity 
and vilenefs of our hearts by nature, and indeed how can it be 
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otherwife than vile, feeing we are conceived in jin, and brought 
forth in iniquity. Pf. Ni, 5. from hence it is obferved by him 
that fearches the hearts, and trieth the reins of the children of 
men, that every imagination of the thoughts of the heart are 
evil, and that continually ; the heart by nature is a fink of 
fin, a lake of impurity, a fountain of uncleanne/s, and our incli- 
nations are bent after, and as prone to evil as the /parks are to 
fy upwards. 1 would therefore add, that our ftate by nature is 
defcribed as a ftate of captivity, being led captive by the prince of 
the poner of ihe air, the [pirit that now worketh in the children of dif- 
obedience, fee Eph. ii, 2. Therefore we are by the prophet defcrib- 
ed as brands in the fre, asa prey in the teeth of the devourer ; Sa- 
tan guides our feet in finful ways, allures our hearts, and draws 
our affeétions to finful enjoyments ; we are eafily captivated by 
his charms ; he ftrikes the fire of luit, and our hearts being made 
of the tinder of Hell, we foon catch the fame, on which account 
he is fliled she firong man armed; but the bonds of our mifery are 
made ftrong by our love to this {tate of captivity ; we are aatu- 
rally (though not defignedly) as fond of going to Hell, as he is 
of having us; we are pleafed with his flavery, hug Satan’s chains 
and /we darknefi, fays the Evangelilt, rather than light, becaufe 
cur deeds are evil. 


To proceed, in the the feventh place, that our ftate by nature, 
is defcribed as loft, fee Mat. xviii, 11. The Son of man 1: come te 
fave that which was loft. Mankind by nature has loft their ttle 
to Heaven and Happinefs, that was bottomed upon his obedi- 
ence to the covenant of works, by his difobedience thereunto ; 
they have, by fin, loft their meetnefs and difpofition for Heaven ; 
Heaven would be no place of happinefs to a gracelefs finer, fot 
want of a f{piritual meetnefs and difpofition to the enjoyment oi 
glory. Sin has not fo much as left the favour of Heaven in the 
mind, it has erafed the image of Gep from the foul, and robbed 
it of all the divine treafures of its creation, plunged it in an abyfs 
of woe, and therefore loft as to its way of recovery; andmancanr 
never deliver himfelf from the power of Satan, from the domint- 
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on of fin, from the curfes of the law, from the wrath of Gon, 
therefore man by nature is loft, as to any way of recovery he cam 
devife : I miglhit juflly add, that man is, by nature, irretrievably 
loft in his way to hell, (if grace prevent not) if the Apoftle fpeaks 
truth, Rom. iii, 16. Deftruction and mifery are in their way. My 
dear Friendly, 1 clofe my defeription of your ftate by nature, with 
the obfervation of him that declared, that he needed not that any 
teftify of man, for hé knew what was in man; therefore from his 
infinite knowledge, from his all-piercing-eye, from his penetrat- 
ing view, he fays of man, in Rev, iii, 17. Thou art wretched, mi- 
ferable, posr, blind, and naked. Thus maa appears, in the firft 
place, to be wretched, defpicable, forrowful, forlorn and fad 
and well he may, having, by fin, loft all the beauties of his created 
Rate and condition, that purity and perfection it was firft formed 
in, that glory and majeftic beams it fhone im, as created in the 
mnage of Gop, as being Lorp of all, but having loft all by fin, 
it confequently follows, in the fecond place, that man is, by 
nature miferable; uot only as fuffering lofs by fin, but part of the 
portion of Hell was beftowed upon him; fin fpread a death, dark- 
nefs and guilt upon his mind, at once {tripped him of communion 
with his Maker, rendered him obnoxious to his wrath, and 
plunged him beneath the curfes of the law. And what adds, in 
the third place, to his mifery is this, heis poor, a poor bankrupt, 
having nothing to pay that vaft debt of love, praife and obedience 
he owes to his maker ; nothing to recompence for the wrongs he 
has done, poor indeed ! and welt he may, when fin and Satan 
united all their force, to fpoil and marr the joys of his flate by 
creation, and fo robbed him of every treafure that rendered him 
happy as a creature. Man was rich in Paradife, but made cem- 
miferately poor by fin, devaftation upon the mind, degraded from 
a prince, upon creation’s throne as Lord of all, to a beggar upow 
a dunghill; all the heights of created felicity, the confummate 
happinefs of man by creation, was loft by his difobedience to his 
Maker’s commands, which renders him miferably poor, though 
he owes to Gop more than ten thoufand talents of obedience to hig 
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law, of fatisfaction for difobedience, of praife and iove for innu- 
merable mercies: Thus man is by nature poor, and has nothing 
to boaft of, but a legacy of hell that fin and Satan has left him. 
This leads me to add, that he is not only poor, but blind ; 

depths of man’s mifery lies im his being blind, not fecing his 
danger, Auving, asthe prophet fays, eyes, but fee nst 5 upon which 
account the apoftle fays, 2 Cor. iv, 3, 4. Jf our gofpel be bid, it ts 
hid to them that are loft; whom the god of this world hath blin: led the 
minds of them that believe not 3 be hath, fays our dear Lorp, blinded 
their eyes, and hardened their hearts ; blindnefs is a great lois; to b2 
deprin ed of ight isamournful complaint; but the mifery of it hes 
in not apprehending the danger of that ftate ; 2 blind man may 
think himfelf fafe upon the edg e of a sedais not apprehendine 
his danger till he blindly fteps, alts ! but where ? craggy rocks, 
or great deeps can belt tell ; broken bones, if not dying groan;, 
befpeak his mifery, too Jate fora remedy : Thisis the very fe 
of the finner by nature; he is inthe broad way to deltruction, just 
upon the precipice of etermity, {piritually blind, fees not his dan- 
ger, therefore it is that he unconcernedly goes on till he drops, 
alas! but where ? into that pit from whence there is no redemp- 
tion, Bear with me, my dear Friendly, and Pll clofe my de- 
{cription of your ftate by nature. You will then remember, that 


our dear Lorn does not only declare it to be blind, bet naked ; 
man has loft, by fin, his original righteoufnels, that beauty ar d 
perfe&tion he had by creation is entirely ee ; ; his created 
{tate was holy, anveetN, — e, agreeable to the law of his Ma- 
ker, there was no dark in the und aOmnding, nor corruption 
in his will, nor alienation im his affedt ms, but 2 perfection 
of obedience ; every adequate to the law of his Max: 
flowed from his heart ; he could commune with his Gop 

with the fame familiarity as angels in glory do: But fin has 
robbed man ofall this enjoyment, and fpread 2 gloomy darknets, 
the fhades of Hell upon his mind, where, by creation, there was the 
light and life of Heaven ; enmity and reluctancy in the wil! 
whicre, in his {tate of innocency, there was the greateft alacrity 
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and readinefs of obedience ; alienation and eftrangement in his 
affections to the author of his happinefs, where there was, as cre- 
ated inthe image of Gop, the moft ardent affections and fuperla- 
tive delight. Thus man is ftript naked by fia, that he has no 
righteoufneis of hisownto appear beforeGon, and fuch is the 
purity and fpirituality of the divine law, that no righteoufneis 
or obedience but what is anfwerable to the perfections of its na- 
ture, and commenfurate to all its demands, is acceptable with 
Gop. Such is thie {pirituality of the law of Gop in its nature, 
that it requires every thought to be holy; every defire to be {pi- 
ritual, every aétion in life to be perfect; for the aw, fays the 
Apoltle, és fpiritual, Rom. vii, 14. and fuch is the extent of the 
law of Gop, that it requires a conftant, perpetual perfection of 
obedience, in theught, word and deed ; therefore the language 
of the law is, Thou fhalt love the Loxp thyGop, with all thy heart, 
with all thy foul, and with all thy Strength : And the apoftle James 
faith, he.that offendeth in one point is guilty of all ; hence we con- 
clude with the apoftle, that we have all offended and ftand guil- 
ty before Gop, and that by the deeds of the law, can no flefh living 
be juftified, Rom. iii, 20. therefore the apoftle argues with fuch 
invincibility, ver. 19. we know that whatfoever the law faith, if 
faith to them that are under the law: If an enquiry fhould arife, 
what does the law fay? To them the anfwer is, Gal. ili, 10. 
For as many as are of the works of the law (or ate under the law) are 
under the curfe; therefore it follows, that fince the law is broke 
by mankind, no fpiritual or eternal blefling can be enjoyed by 
our Obedience to it. For three reafons: Firft; becaufe the law 
was never intended to-give life and peace to tranfgreflors ; for 
by the law, fays the apoltle, is the knowledge of fin. Second- 
fy, becaufe man by fin is in an utter incapacity to yield that o- 
bedience to the law that it requires. And, Thirdly, man can 
never, toall eternity, give that fatisfaction to the law that is 
due for the breaches thereof— thoufands of rams, ten thoufand ri- 
vers of oil, the fruit of the body for the fin of the foul, will not fuffice 
for an atonement, nor anfwer for an infinite demand. Now, 
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my dear Friendly, according to divine truth, I have defcribed 
your ftate and condition by nature. What think you of it ? 


Friendly. Your arguments bear fuch a connection with {crip- 
ture, fuch folid teftimonies from them, that they come to my 
mind with an energy as forcible as when Gon faid, Let there be 
light, and there was light; which makes me cry out with the A- 
poltle, Rom. iii, 10. There is none (by nature) righteous, no not 
one; and with regard to my own cafe, I am ready to fay, with 
the Prophet J/aiah, Woe is me, for Iam undone, for I am aman of 
unclean lips : 1 fhould now languifh in defpair, and fpend my 
days in a folitary path without hope, did I not call to mind, my 
dear Truth, your promife and engagement, that in opening my 
ftate and mifery by nature, you promifed thereby to enhance 
and endear to me, my recovery by grace; therefore forgive 
the intenfe defire of my mind, the earneft importunity of my 
foul, a third time, that you would make known to me the way 
of enjoying a portion in that happineis you have been deicribe- 
ing to me, as my life, my peace, my joy, my all in all. 


Truth. Your conftant and intent defires after true happinefs, 
{preads the wings of my affections to fly to what I had firft in 
view, viz. the knowledge of true felicity, and the only way to 
enjoy a full and eternal poffeffion thereof ; you will remember, 
my dear Friendly, that the Hoty Guosr has made ufe of all the 
metaphors in the things of nature, to reprefent to you, inthe 
moft moving and pathetic manner, your miferable, weak, loft, and 
deplorable eftate by fin, thereby you are under an eternal im- 
poflibility of faving your own foul, which renders you an obje& 
of pure mercy; therefore pure mercy, fovereign love, matchlefs 
kindnefs, makes its grand and magnificent appearance for you, 
as you have it Heb. x, 8. there the Lorn Jesus Curist, the 
faviour of finners, fays unto his Faruer, Sacrifices and of: rings, 
burnt-offerings, and offerings for fin, thou wouldeft not, neither haf? thou 
pleafurethercin ; then faid the Lorn Jesus, Lo! J come. Cui 
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came to undertake your canfe, to wear your nature, to bear your 
fins, to fuffer the wrath of Gop in yourroom and ftead, foul for 

Soul, body for body, that thereby he might remove the curfes of a 
broken law from you, and open, by his death and facrifice, the 
paflage-ways of everlafting love to your foul, that you might en- 
joy communion with Gon here, ina way of grace and divine 
favour, and a perfeétion of glory hereafter. This was, my dear 
Friendly, counfel-work in Heaven ; to {peak after the manner of 
men, it feemed to amaze Deity itfelf, that the brightnefs of the 
Faruer’s glory fhould engage to perform fuch amazing con- 
defcenfion, fuch unparallelled fuffering-work, to fave finners ; 
therefore you findthe Farwer fpeaks in Jer. xxxi. 21. Who is 
ihis that encageth his heart to approach unto me, faith the Lorn ? J, 
fas Curist, that fpeak in righteoufnefs, mighty to fave; lo, I come 
to do thy will, Omy Gov! On which account the Farner fays, 
in Ifa. x\iz. 6. Ic it @ fmall thing that thou fhouldeft be my fervant to 
raije up the tribes of Jacob, and to refiore the proerved of fracl: I 
alfo will give thee for a light unto the Gentiles, that thou mayef? be my 

falvation to the ends of the earth. Therefore the Apoftle obferves, 
that, svten the fulne/s of lime was come, Gop fent forth his fon made 
of a woman, and made under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of fons. Hence obferve, that the way to that true hap- 
pinefS, you are fo earnelily fecking after, is defcribed to you by 
ihe faithful and true witnefs, {peaking as one having authority ; 


‘John xiv, 6. there Curist fays, lam the way, the truth, and the 


life ; no man cometh unto the FatTHer but by me, 
Friendly, Explain tome how Curist is the way to life and 


peace, tothat joy and glory you have been defcribing. 


Truth. I will, my dear Friendfy, with all that life and alertnefs, 
that is due to a friend, and with all that capacioufnefs of mind 
and underftanding I am mafter of. I would then obferve to you, 
that Curist isthe way to the Fatuer in his birth, life, death, 

furrection, afcenfion, exaltation, and glorification. Fir/?, then 
Cuaist, by his birth, is the way to the Fatuer, as his birth 
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was pure, fpiritual, holy and divine, conceived without fin, and 
brought forth without forrow, Ifa. Ixvi, 7. Secondly, Curist’s 
birth was not only pure and fpiritual, but accomplifhed by 
extraordinary operations of the Hoty Guost. Thirdly, - 
birth is the way to the Faruer, as it was without the affiftance 
and co-operation of man ; therefore, fays Curist to his Fa- 
THER, @ body ! Laft thou prepared me. Fourthly, As his birth was 
attended with joy, Behold, fays the Anceu at Chrift’s birth, Z 
bring you glad tidings of great jay. Curist, as to his birth in this 
four-fold refpe&t, may be faid to be the way to the Fatuer ; 
in the firft place, his fpiritual birth laid < fure and certain foun- 
dation for our fpiritual birth, as Curist reprefented us in his 
birth, as well as in his death ; therefore, our fpiritual birth 
flows from Curis t being born for us: To us, fays the Prophet, 
a Son is born, Not that our fpiritual birth commenced when 
Curist was born, as fome deluded perfons affirm, but it laid 
a fure foundation for its commencement, in the day of his pow- 
er. Secoudly, Curist’s birth was accomplifhed by the extraor- 
dinary operations of the Hoty Guost ; fo our fpiritua! birth, 
our being born again, is accomplifhed, not by the ordinary or 
common operations of the fpirit, but by the dupernatur=] ope- 
rations of the Hory Guost ; the exceeding greainefi of li: porver, 
avhich is unto us-ward whe believe ; therefore we arc fatd to be born 
of the fpirit, John ii, 8, But, thirdly, Curist’s birth was ac- 
complifhed without the affiftance and co-operation of man ; fo 
our {piritual birth is accomplifhed by Gop alone, without our 
afliftance or co-operation ; we are asentirely paffive in our fpi- 
ritual birth, as we are in our natural birth ; therefore we arc 
faid to be born from above, wot of the will of the flefo, nor of 1 
will of man, but of Gov, Jobni, 13. But, fourthiy, Cueist's 
birth was attended with joy from Heaven, and fongs of prai 
on earth; in this refpect his birth is our way to the FATHER, 
as it opened a way not only for our fpiritual birth, but for di- 
vine joy and fongs of praife at the commencement of our being 
born from eee : As it is faid, there is then joy, in the prefence o 
the 





























30 The SrrnitvaL MaGazine ; Or, 


the Angels over one finner that repenteth ; fo there is joy in the af 
femblies of the faints in Zion; it fhall be faid, this man was born 
in her ; praife waiteth for thez, O Gon, in Zion, Pfal. lx, 1. What 
greater emanations of joy can flow to the mind, than to be born 
an heir of Heaven, an heir of Gop, and a joint-heir with 
Curistjesus! an heir according to the promife! thus Curist’s 
birth may be faid to be the way to the Farner. In the fecond 
place, I would obferve, that Curist’s life of obedience is the 
way to Gop and glory ; as his life was every way adequate to 
the demands of an infinite law, his obedience was commenfurate 
all its requirements, and fatisfactory to every precept ; every 
command was to perfection obeyed, in thqught, word and deed; 
the law found all its diviae purity in Currst’s heart, and all its 
demands exemplified in his obedience ; as his obedience was a 
divine portraiture of the law of Gop, in heart and mind, foul 
and ftrength, as it was his meat and drink to do the will of hiea 
that fent him ; therefore fays the Prophet J/aiah, He hath mag- 
wified the law, and hath mace it honourable. "The obedience of the 
Lorp Jesus Curist has fpread a greater glory upon, and 
yielded greater grandeur and magnificence to the law of Gon, 
than either men or Angels can do to all eternity. Had there 
been as many worlds created by infinite wifdom, and fupported 
by almighty power, as there is fands upon the fea fhore, or a- 
toms in the fun, full of inhabitants, in a ftate of perfe€tion, con- 
tinually praifing the author of their being, the conftant fupplier 
of their happinefs, their obedience would be acceptable to the 
Jaw of Gop ; but as to dignity, worth, grandeur and glory, it 
would bear no comparifon with the obedience of Curist ; as 
Curist’s obedience to the law has all the riches and worth of 
Deity in it, and is cloathed with all the glories of the Godhead ; 
as his nameis Jmmanuel, which, being interpreted, is Gon with 
us, obeying the law of Gop for us, in our room and ftead, in 
the character of Jenovan Jesus; every divine perfection, as 
well as human purity, did fhine forth to Gop, Angels, and men, 
in every fep of his obedience; thereby it is that the law of Gop 


3$ 





Xv RS 


ott x 
we. eve 









































The CurtstT1An’s Grand Treafure. 31 


is fo divinely magnified; hence it is, that Curis t’s righteouf 
nefs is fo available with Gop, fo anfwerable to man; it is fo 
available with Gop, that the Prophet declares, that he is well- 
pleafed for his righteoufnels fake, fee J/a. xlii, 21. that he views 
it as the foul’s right to Heaven, and its eternal fecurity there, 
fo anfwerable to man, that it is the fum of his defire—in the 
Lord have I righteoufnefi—it is the gracious foul’s only‘plea with 
Gop, therefore it fays, in P/fa/. \xxi, 16. J will make mentien of 
thy righteoufuefi, even of thine only. 


It is the Churches Joy and divine triumph therefore fays the 
Holy Ghoft, in Pfal. cxlv. 7. They jhall fing of thy righteoufnefs, 
and in Pfal Ixxxix, 16. Jn thy name fhall they rejoice all the day: 
and in thy rigkteoufneft fhail they be exalted. Mt is the believers de- 
lightful choice, Philip iii, 9. That I may be found in him, not hav 
ing on my own righteoufne/s, therefore the believer with holy cou- 
rage, and divine magnanimity of foul, refolves to meet death 
and eternity, to approach to Gop and glory in Cérif’s righte- 
oufnefs, fee Pfal. xvii, 15. As for me I will behold thy face in ri- 
teoufne/i, I foall be fatisfied when I awake in thy likenefi, hence it is 
that Chrif? is called the Lord our righteoufnefs : and fuch is the per- 
fection of it, that there is no accufation, or charge can be 
brought againft that fou! that has an intereft therein : awho /hall 
{fays the apoftle, in a kind of holy triumph) /ay any thing to the 
charge of Gon’s elect, it is Gop that juitifies them, who is he 
shat condemneth : It is likewife a fpotlefs, and glorious righte- 
oufnefs, for faysthe Apoftle, he did no fn, neither was guile found 
in his mouth, hence itis, that Chrif? can prefent his people befors 
the throne of Gop wit/ exceeding joy; not having fpot, or wrinkle, 
¢r any fuch thing : Thereby the faints in Heaven will fhine with 
greater luftreand brilliancy, than the Angels around the throne ; 
inafmuch as their gtories will be infinite in Chrif’s righteoufnels ; 
and their beams divine in his perfections. I might obferve with 
much propriety that Céri/’s righteoufnefs is aa eternal and in- 
variable righteoufnefs ; therefore the prophet Danie/ fays, be bath 
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Brought in an everlafting righteoufnefs ; herein it exceeds for dura- 
tion as well as divine perfeion, the righteoufnefs of Angels ia 
gloty, or 4dam in paradife, for theirs was the righteoufnefs of 
creatures, therefore fubjeét to a mutation, upon which change 
angels loft their firft habitation, and Adam his enjoyment and 
paradifaical ftate, but Chrif’s righteoufnefs is as invariable as 
his name, as uhchangeable as his nature, as durable as his 
throne, as lafting as eternity, therefore the faints compleatneis 
therein, their joy and confummate glory thereby, is the /ante 
yeflerday, to day, and for ever. 


But I would obferve in the ssird place, that the death of 
Chrift is the way to Heaven and happinefs, the faints fure pave- 
ment, and divine path to glory. 


As fin has eternally bar’d up our way to Heaven by our obe- 
dienee, and ftopped the paflage way of communion we had with 
Gop ina ftate of innocency, and has totally flript us of all righ- 
teoufnefs, and every felicity that render’d us happy ; as creatures 
in this labyrinth of woe, that our fins had brought us into, in 
this abyfs of mifery, we had been eternally loft if the Lord Je- 
fus Chrif? had not in his ftupendous love, engaged by his death 
to remove that curfe and wrath that was our due and defert, 
if he had not by his blood engaged to make propitiation for our 
fins, to expiate our guilt, to blot out our fins asa cloud and 
our iniquities as a_ thick cloud with his own blood ; therefore 
fays the church, to him that has loved us, and wafked us frore our 
fis in bis own Blood. The Lord Fefus Chrift engaged to bear all 
our fins, endure the curfe due for them, thereby it is that he 
faveth us from the wrath that is to come, as his death was an 
eternal atonement for fin, his fufferings were fatisfactory to di- 
vine vengeance, as his precious blood was a valuable compen- 
fation to divine juftice, a full and plenary fatisfaction to all the 
démands of a breken law, a full payment of the debt we had by 
fin contracted, the wrath of Heaven was thereby appeafed, a 
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way of life, peace, and joy is opened by his precious b 


, 
i 


communion with Heaven is thereby enjoyed, redemption is t! 

by fealed, pardon and peace proclaimed, life and falvation made 
known, and the glad tidings of great joy found from pole to 
pole : fee the truth of this confirm’d by a divine argument in 


Heb. x, 19, 20. Having therefore, brethren, b ldnefs to enter into 
the t lief? hy the Blood of /elus, by anew and lix ing avay which he hath 
confecrated for us, @c. trom hence it is declared in feripture that 
we are jultified by his blood, and have redemption through his 
blood, {anétified and have peace through his blood, purged and 
are wafhed from our fins in his own blood, we have commu- 
nion with Gop therein, and an eternal victory over fin, death, 
and fatan thereby, and they overcame him by the blood of the La 

Rev. xii, 11. Therefore the Apoltle Peter ftiles it, the pr 
blood of Chrift, as of a lamb without fpot and blemifh; here 1 would 
obferve that the precioufnefs of C4rzf’s blood, and the fatisfac- 
tion of his death, does not fo much arife from the purity of his 
human nature, or the inhocency of his fufferings, as’ from 
his human nature fuffering in union with the divine, thereby the 
glory of the Deity, the worth of the God head is contained in 
his death and fufferings, the merits of Jexovau, the perfedcti- 
ons of Deity being in union with the fufferer, it ftampt an eter- 
nal value upon his death ; the divine perfections retained thei 
own properties, and the human nature felt the fufferings, bore 
the ponderous load of our fins, endured the wrath, and there- 
by eternally removed the curfe from us: but the removation of 
the curfe of the law from us guilty finners is entirely owing to 
the glories of his divine nature (as the mighty Gonv,) dilating 
and {preading thro’ the fufferings of his human nature fuch in- 
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luca an intria- 








finite merit, fuch incomparable worth, 


fick value, for it is eternally impoflible for the fufferings of a 
created being (tho the moff clorious and exalted in Heaven or Earth) 
to give an infinite fatisfacion to divine juftica——— if the breach 
of Jexovau’s lawbe only finite, and the demand for the breach 


Or it nomore, then 2 asiow that a created being or a finite {fuf- 
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ferer might anfwer for the offence, but if the perfections of 
Gop be infinite, then the breach of his law mult be an innnite 
offence, to an infinite juftice, confequently an infinite wrath is 
deferved—————-and an infinite fatisfa@tion was demanded when 
Chrift pour’d out his foul unto death for the offence, it is an 
and Céri/?’s infinite obedi- 








infinite law that we have broke, 
enee anfwers iis demand ; it is an infinite juitice that we had 
offended, and an infinite fufferer fatisfied for the offence, by 
by the infinite price of his own blood, 
fed and broke the law of Gop, but it was the mighty Gop in our 
nature that obeyed the law forus; it was the human nature 
fuffering in union with the divine, that made his death merito- 
therefore fays the apoftle, Eph. ti, 








our nature tran{gref- 





rious to our falvation ; 
13. Ye who were fometimes afar off, are made nigh by the blood of Chrift ; 
hence I would obferve, that a man that owesa thoufand pounds 
may as foon pay it with counter pieces and as jultly demand a 
difcharge from his creditor, as that foul can be faved who trutt- 
eth in the facrifice of a created being, it Will as fure deceive 
him as the counter pieces would deceive any that depends upon 
them to pay their debts, becaufe they have not the value of 
gold in them. So the death of Chri? confider’d as a created 
being, ora fubRitutte, or made Gop, cannot fave one lingle 
foul, for as fuch it has not the worth of Deity in it, therefore 
it is notinfinite, and confequently can never an{wer for an infi- 








nite offence ; hence it is plain, without any breach of charity, 
if truth be truth, that no 4rian under the Heaven can be faved 
(dying fo,) from the wrath that is to come ; as they deny the 
Lord Jefus to be the felf exiftent Jehovan they thereby depre- 
ciate the value of his death ; and as to the Socinians their cafe 
is the fame, for there is no Socinian but what is an Arian, but I 
leave them to the mercy of him whofe infinite glory and royat 
dignity they defpife. But to return, my dear Friendly, 1 would 
juft obferve to you, that all that peace of mind, and tranquilli- 
ty of foul that I have enjoyed for fuch a fucceflion of years, has 
flowed from the infinite value of Chrif?’s blood ; my expeétation 
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for Heaven is fixed here, my hope for happinefs centers in t! 
infinite merit of Chri/?’s death, in the infinite dignity of his per- 
fen, as effentially Gop over all dlefed for evermore ; here I rett 







with joy, here I conquer fin, triumph over death, and rejoice 
in the views of eternity : Therefore the apoflle obferves, « 
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But I forbear, left I trefpafs upon your patience, and inc 


nature filently bids me forbear, fee yondér the Suw is fet, the 























evening clofes apace, and Univerfal nature begins to draw her 
filent fhades of darkneds. 


Friendly. But, my dear Truth, before you withdraw accept ten 
thoufand warm thanks into your bofom for that love and zeal, 


that life and vivacity, for that fympathy and concern, for that 


unknown treafure of joy and happinefs, thut fea of blifs and di- 
vine felicity you have unfolded to my mind ; for I never faw the 
truth of Gop’s word in fuch a light before, nor never felt fuch 
: 2a divine folemnity upon my mind, as now! feel, fuch an ener- 
gy, fuch an almighty power, fuch a divine attraction, that my 
affections cleave unto the Lerd Jefus with full purpofe of heart, 
my will fieeth to him, to whom Lord fhall I go but unta thee, 
t thou haf? the words of eternal life ? my foul centers in him: whom 


have I in Heaven but thee? furely my foul is made willing in the 


day of nis power, as it willingly bows in obedience to him. 
1%, Lord what wilt thou haveme to do? .'Therefore my dear Trut/, | 
have ten thoufand enquiries yet to make, concerning my milery 


by nature, concerning my falvation by Chri/?, how it is fettled 


oO 
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in him, and how it flows from him, and what appearan 
divine love has made from age to age ; I am ready to fay, 
—— Tho’ Night and Darknefs now draw near 
It is Light, and Lite, if I but hear 
Thy Voice dear 7ruth in accents flow, 
In Streams of Knowledge then I grow, 
Enrich’d with Joy, the Joy I love, 
An early Aagtipaft, ‘tis Heaven I prove, 
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Within my Mind Peace divinely flows, 
That charms my Soul, for now fhe knows, 
The peaceful Path, the Path of Peaee, 
The Way of Life, the fweet releafe 

From Guilt and Pain, O nowI prove 

My Paflage free, ’tis paved with Love. 
Unto the Throne, ‘tis there I go, 

Open my Heart, and let my Father know 
My boundlefs fears, my boundlefs wants, 
He hears my Voice, and then he grants 
Promiies of Love, Supplies of Grace, 
Sweet beams of Life in Fe/us’ Face ; 

That chears my Hope, and flays my Soul, 
That heals my Mind, and makes me whole; 
My Life, my Peace, my Joy, my All, 

My Fefus : Thy Name, what fhall 1 call, 2 
My Gop, my Rock, my 4// iz All. 5 
But if thefe nightly Shades mutt hide, 

Thy Face dear Truth my only guide, 

O fix the Time, for thy fwect return, 

Till then my Heart with Zea! fhall burn ; 
More of that grace to know that beams 

In Rays divine, ut Love that ftreams 
Thro’ Jefus’ Blood, divinely free 

With Life and Peace to fuch as me: 

Tis all I want, or long to know, 

To feel thefe facred Comforts flow, 

To make my Soul divinely grow. 


Truth. My ‘dear Friendly, fince you defire a frefh interview 
with hopes of enjoying enlarged joy, and knowledge in divine 
things, to morrow evening I fhall be taking my ufual walks in 
my Father’s garden, in the fhady path by the river fide ; there 

‘all I always be glad to meet my dear ‘Friendly. 


End of th fri DIALOGUE, 
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; 4 Truth waits at the time appcinted for his dear Friendly, and on a 
_" 4 * 


f fudden fees him coming and thus addrefes him. 
: 
' RUTH. Happily met, my dear Friendly, as your coun- 
t 7 4 4 
* tenance indicates a heart full of joy, and fparkles with 
" Heavenly pleafure. 
. 


Friendly. The prefent joy of my heart, the chearfulnefs of 

7 my countenance, the cream and quinteffence of comfort ¢hat I 
enjoy, is owing to thefe delightfal ftreams of knowledge, that 
fo richly drop’d from your lips, asa meflenger from Heaven to 
my foul, as an interpreter, one amongft a thoufand ; it has en- 
gaged my attention, charm/’d every paflion, elevated my mind, 
, fet my affections upon things above ; never had I fuch an even- 
ing’s joy before, adored be divine grace, from whence all my 
bleilings flow, like the drops of the morning dew, which has 

filled my foul with all joy and peace in believing! O how tran- 
{porting is my joy, how Heavenly my blifs, how fweet is divine 

love! If this my dear 7rurh is religion, let Angels found the 

joy» with their golden harps, till Heaven and the Heaven of 


y Heaven’s ring, with my dear /mmanzel’s praife ; for 


Had I Ten Thoufand Thoufand Tongues, 

His Name, his Love ; the Song of Songs, 
Should be my dear employ ; 

O for a {weet feraphic Flame, 

To Praife my Lord, to Sing his Name, 
The Life of all my Joy. 


»#5* 


My dear Truth, as my heart is doubly encaged, touch’d with 
the fire from the Heavenly altar, I would flame forth th 
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fes of him that has manifefted himfclf unto me, fo as he does 
not unto the world ; in divine enjoyment, and in divine views, 
fir in divine enjoyment, my gloomy fears are removed, my 
drooping hope is revived,my tofled foul is fettled in tranquillity, 
my mind poffefles a peace that pafeth all un.-rfianding ; liberty to 





cry Abba Father, My Lord, and my Gop ; the ftreams of di- 
vine joy, the fealing of divine love; the witnefs of the Holy 
Ghoft, the application of precious promifes, has enrich’d the 
powers of my foul with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory, fo 
that (thro’ grace) I can fay, whom having not feen Ilove. If the 
fuperlative beauties, the ineffable glories, the furpafling dignity 
of the Lord Fefus, fpreads an happinefs (to us) unknown, thro’ 
the Heavenly hoft; how full and comprehenfive muft that joy 
be, that flows from the fweetnefs of his prefence, the atonement 
of his blood, the communications of his love, to an immortal 
foul, fure it muft be a pledge of Heaven, an antipaft of glory, 
apples from the tree of life, ftreams from falvations well: O 
what an br nae is contained in the love of Chriff that pafeth all 


knowledge ! 


The following lines repeat my Ieavenly rapture, and coatain 
the whole of my detire. 


His Love, the Life of all my Frame, 
The charming Sweets of 7e/us Name, 
O may I ever find, 
His Dear, his fragrant Blood, and prove 
AH the fweet Savours of his Love; 
Enrich my happy Mind, 





But fecondly, my mind is not only engaged by divine enjoy- 
ment of pardon and peace, but with Heavenly views of an eter- 
nal poffeflion of that happinefs, and joy my foul has been feek- 
ing after, for wher my dear Truth, was opening the confum- 
mate worth of Céri/?’s righteoufneds, the eternal atonement and 
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ineflimable worth of his blood as the paflage way to g! 


{i il w is charn i h th efc divine tru ths, fu ch Heavenly he am 


aia , 
Ory 4 my 


and irradiations be , »in upon my mind, that at once sentinel 


the vail of ignorance, and engaged all the powers of my foul 
with divine profpeats, of Céri/?’s righteoufnefs, as my fecurit 
itn Givine proipects, 4 jt ? iS, aS ny ecu y 


and title for glory ; his blood as the foundation of my recovery 
from mifery, his grace as my meetnefs, and divine preparation 


for all that is happy 


ss 
< 
— 


Truth, forgive the rapture of my mind, and let me 
teltify it with infinite pleafure, to men and angels that whilft 
you were unfolding the g 
ed Juftice, inflexible Juftice, eternal eternally fatisfied with the 


lories of C/riff’s death, my foul view- 


precious blood of Chrif?, as Of 4 lamo witlout {pot and without ble- 


> 
mifh; inthe fufferings of Chri/?, I view'd the _ of Gop 


fparkle with infinite brilliancy, in all its demands ; and fatisfi- 
ed with infinite price, in all its requirements : Here I have 
found divine love poured forth all its hanpy ftreams of life, and 


joy to my immortal foul ; he [ jaw di. .ne holiic.s fhine forth 








in all its radiant beams, and difplay its refulgent rays, with 
the honours of Deity : Faithfulnef maintains its authority, 


infinite wifcom its divine glories, peace like a river flows, and 
mercy difplays all its filver freams, and deli ghtful enjoyments 
to the mind; herel faw fuch exquifite dines and divine har- 
mony in the pertections of Gop, as d {played i in the death of 
Chriff, as inconceivably glorified in his {ufferi » in the fecur- 
ing, and accomplithing the falvation of my foul ; that has fill- 
ed my mind with Heavenly harmony, with joy un{peakable, with 
a divine rapture, Pfal. Ixxxv. to. Ma y and truth have met toge- 


ther, righbeoufne/s and peace have Kifed each other. 


I, 


——The beaming honours of my Gop 
With rapturous Joy, I’ll found abroad, 
And every Angel he fthall be 


, 
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A Witnefs of my Praife, 

Of my Praife dear Gop tothee, 
Thou Life of all my Joys, 

And fum of Blifs to me. 


If. 


O for 2 Heart infam’d with Love 
To thee my Gop that I might prove, 
My Spirit burn with inward Flame, 
Ot facred Love like thine, 
Till I mount up tq fing thy Name 
In F:..mes of Love divine. 


Friendly. But I forbear my dear Truth, left I marr and fpread 
a difappointment upon our meeting together, which was to con- 
verfe upon the refurrection and interceffion of Chri/?, as the paf- 
fage way to glory. Therefore my dear -Truth, let us take our 
fpiritual walk in the fields of boundlefs grace, and fee what bleff- 
ings there grow, what bleflings abound, for our evening enjoy- 
ment ! 


Truth. With peculiar pleafure my dear Friendly, I thall renew 
the delightful fubje& ; feeing, that the views of your intereft in 
the confummate righteoufnels of Céri/?, and the infinite worth of 
his blood has fpread fuch Heavenly peace upon your mind,—{uch 
divine life and fragrancy upon your foul, fuch a poffeflion of 
joy, fuch gratitude of love, and returns of praife to him that 
has loved you, and given himfelfto Gon for yous as a facrafice 
of a fweet fmelling favour. 


Truth. 1 begin then to defcribe to you the worth and inelti- 
mable value of the refurreétion of Chriff, as the way prepared 
for the enjoyment of this happinefs, Firff, then the refurrec- 
tion of Chrif? is the folid, fubftantial proof of the eternal atone- 
ment, and ple ‘ary fatisfaction of his death ; 
on is a living p oof of his dying merits, 


his refurrecti- 
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furety of his people, was charged with a debt too large for ei- 
ther men or angelsto pay, a wrath too ponderous for them 
to endure ; 2 demand too extenfive for all the finite beings in 
Heaven or Earth te an{wer for, fee Ifaiah lili. 6. but Chri/?’s 
refurreétion from death proves the payment to be compleat, the 
price to be infinite, the fatisfaction to be eternal ; for Chri/?’s 
refurrection was his own perfonal difcharge from every obligation 
and accufation that either the purity of the law, or the demand 
of infinite juftice could, as the finners furety and faviour bring 
againft him. Ladd, the refurreétion of Chri/? is an infinite re- 
ceipt given to him by the great creditor, (as our furety and pay- 
mafter,) to carry with him in triumph to glory, to file it in the 
court of Heaven, as the ftanding plea for the redemption of fin- 
ners, therefore fays the holy Ghoft in Pf. Ixviii. 1. Let Gop a- 
rife, in fhort we find that the authority of fcripture lays fuch a 
weight, and emphafis upon the refurrection of Chrif?, that it places 
our divine fecurity therein, and proves our falvation to flow 
therefrom ; and therefore we find the apoftle break forth in fuch 
a triumphant challenge, Rom. viii. 33, 34. Who fhall lay any 
thing to the charge of Gop’s ele? ? it is Gop that juftificeth : whois 

















he that condemneth ? it is Chrilt that died, yea, rather that is rifeon 
again, thereby the apoftle gives us an unfhaken proof of the com- 
penfation and value of his death, that it was every way com- 
menfurate to the demands of infinite juftice,——Chrift’s life of 
obedience, his death of fufferings, his grave of humiliation, 
was the payments demanded in the court of Heaven for the re- 
demption of finners ; therefore it follows that his refurrection 
on which ac 





proves the payment to be eternally compleat, 
count his dying groans were received in Heaven as fure payments, 
being ftampt in blood royal as youhave themin John xix. 30. 


He faid it is finifked, and gave up the Ghoft. 


Truth. My dear Friendly, doubtlefs you are well acquainted 
with the nature of the obligation that a furety ftafids in to the 
creditor,--and the obligation that he is under to the debtor: the 
one he is bound to anfwer for---the other is bound to fatisfy ; 


r upon 
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upon the furety paying the creditors full demand, he can legal 
ly demand 2 difcharge from the creditors hands, which when 
given, proves the fatisfaction of the payment, and the freedom 
both of the furety and the debtor, from that obligation. Now 
I would obferve to you, that Chri? is by the apoftle ftil’d the fure- 


ty of the better covenant, and as fuch engaged the henour of 





his perfon that with the ftrength of his love, the price of 
his blood, the infinite facrifice of his death, he would fulfil every 
demand that fhould be made in the court of Heaven, from the 
redemption and freedom of his people ; which payment he 
made when he dyed, the ju/? for the unjuff that be might bring us near 
to Gon; —therefore, fays the apoftle iv. of Rom. 25. 
Who was “deli ered for our offences, upon which account Chri/? de- 

mands a difcharge himfelf, and thereby an eternal freedom for 
therefore, 











his people; for whom the payment was made ; 
Chrif? fays by the prophet Ifaiah at the clofe of his fufferings 1. 
Chap. 8. Heis near that juftifieth me. If you enquire my dea: 
Friendly, what this juftification was, that Chri? received from his 
Father, I anfwer it was the refurreCtion of his human nature, 
from the powers of death and the grave :——Ad@s. ii. 24. 
Whoin Gon hath raifed up, having loofed the pains of death, becau 
it was not polfible that be ould be holden of it: why fo,siate 
becaufe the debt, by his death was paid, juflice was {atisfied, 
therefore he fays, Father 1 have finifhed the work which thou haft 
given me to doy thereby a releafe from the prifon of the grave, 
was the fuffering Saviour’s due. For how could we believe 
him to be the author of life, if he had remain’d under the 
‘«* power of the death ?” for if Chri/? had been confined to the 
grave, our hopes muft have been buried with him there; but 
fays the apoftle in 1 Ep, Cor. xv. 20. But now Chrilt és rifez.— 
Hence obferve, that the way of life and peace is opened by his 
death, but fealed and confirm’d to us by his refurrecion ; 
itis a flanding procf, that can never be erafed, a monument of 
his love that can never be thrown down, 























a foundation for 
our 




















The CuristT1an’s. Grand Treafure. 43 


our faith that can never be fliaken, a paflage way to grace and 
glory that can never be fhut. 


But Secondly. Chrif? as to his refurrection, is the way to Hea- 
ven and happinefs ; as the Father thereby teftifies his approbati- 
en and delight in him as the head of the church, and the Savi- 
our of his people :——thereforehe is by the apoftle in Heb. the 
xiii. 20. declared tobring again the Lord Fefus Chriff from the 
dead, thro’ the blood of the everlafting covenant. It wasthro’ the dig- 
nity, triumph, value and worth of his blood that he was 
brought again from the dead ; having thereby obtained eternal 
redemption,——therefore it plainly proves that his death was an 
offering, anda facrifice to Gop of a fweet fmelling favour ; Eph. 
Vv. 2. henceI would obferve, that the way to glory is notonly 
paved with exceeding great and precious promifes, but with the 
precious blood of the everlafting covenant, cloathed with di- 
vine authority from Heaven ; this is my beloved fon in whorm] am 
well pleafed ; here it is, that the fluices of mercy are opened,— 
the floodgates of free grace are lifted up, and the channels of 
kiving ftreams are laid open ! the guilty finner encouraged 
thereby to draw near ;——hearing that the Lord Fe/us Chrif? 
binds up the broken hearted, proclaims deliverance to the 
captives, the opening of the prifon door to themthat are bound ; 
—hence itis, that the drooping hope is encouraged, the lan- 
guifhing foul itrengthened, and the fainting mind fupported, 
till the refrefhing times come from the prefence of the Lord. 











Truth, But Thirdly, the refurrection of Cérif is the way to glo- 
ry, as it proclaims the triumphs of his death, the trophies of 
his fufferings over all the powers of darknefs! I make no 
doubt but that Satan, as the chief Prince of Hell, united all his 
power and force againft the Lord Chrif, when he was eclips’d in 
the fhades of-his Fathers wrath ; then Satan enters the heart of 
Judas, and makes his fiery onfet upon him, therefore fays 
Chriff this is the hour, and power of darknefi, if the holt of hell,— 

and 
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and the innumerable number of our fins, that hoft of hofts fell 


“upon him, as fo many Grawn {words of divine vengeance, no 





wonder if it makes his foul exceeding forrowful even unto death ; 
no wonder that when all thefe two edged fwords were fheathed 
in his heart, that you hear him with dying groans fay, Father in- 
tothy hands I commend my fpirit, but to the wonderful furprife, 
and amazement of men and angels, beheld the flain, the fuf- 
fering Saviour, rifesa triumphant conqueror over all the pow- 
ers of darknefs! Therefore fays the apoftle 1 Coll. ii. 15. 
Having fpoiled principalities and powers, he made a fhew of them openly, 
triumphing over them. It was by his refurrection that he made 
an end of fin, triumphed over its power, depriv’d death of its 
fting, and fulfilled with the triumphs of Deity, what he had 
faid by the mouth of the prophet, Hofea xiii. 14. O death, I 
will be thy plague, O grave, I will be thy defirultion ; herein his love 
was ftronger than death, for Chriff by his refurrection, proclaims 
fuch trophies and triumphs over death, that thereby the King 
of terrors becomes the meflenger of peace, the gate of Heaven, 
the folitary way to glory ! Infomuch that the believing foul lifts 
up by faith, the banner of the Saviour triumphs, when it walks 
thro’ the valley of the fhadow of death !——thereby it fears no evil, 
——1 Ep. Cor. 15. 55, O death, O where is thy fting ? here 
1 would juft obferve my dear Friendly, that if the Lord Fefus 
Chrift had power and authority to triumph over the hoft of hell, 
the armies and numberlefs hoft of our fins, when furround- 
ed and enclos’d in the wrath af Gop, as he had power to 
Jay down his life, aud power to take it again, John viii, 18. 
then what power muit he have (in his exalted ftate) to fave that 
foul that puts its truft in him ! thus the refurreSion of Chrif is 
the way tothe Father, as thereby every enemy is removed out 
of the way ; fin, death, aad hell, is triumph’d over, by him 
that was dead, but now alive, and behold he liveth for evermore, 
and has the keys of death and bell. 




















Truth. But I would obferve in the Fourth place, that the gran- 
deur and magnificence of Chri/’s refurreCtion, proclaims it to be 
the 
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the way toglory, therefore, fays the holy Ghoft, Pfal. xlvii. 5, 

Gop és gone up with a fhout, and the Lord with the found of a T umpet; 

with the fhout, with the praifes, with the acclamation of angels, 

and archangels ; they attended the triumphsof the Saviour’s 

death, fung the trophies of his rifing power, as the Kings herald 

at arms, as meflengers of joy, they uther it forth with acclama- 

tions at the gates of Heaven ; they demand in his name admit- 

tance for the conqueror there, as you have it in Pfal. xxiv. 7, 
lift up your heads, O ye gates : andie ye lifted up, ye everlafting doors ; 
and the King of glory fhall come in.—Therefore it follows, upon his 
refurrection, in Pfal. xlvii, 6. Jing praifes toGonv. Sing praifes: 

Jing praifes to our King, fing praifes The grand augutt aflembly 
of Heaven, was fummon’d to attend by the imperial authority 

of the King of Kings; every golden harp was now employ’d, 
the Heaven, and Heaven of Heavens rung with Jmmanuel’s 

praifes! As every angel and archangel, thrones, dominions, 
principalities and powers and glory, united to celebrate (to us 
in fongs unknown) this matchlefs joy ;—---the ‘commar? ex- 
tended thro’ all the heavenly hoft, as you have itin Hebrews i. 6. 
ket all the angels of God wor/hip him. Never was fuch a joy known 
in Heaven before, for Chri/?’s refarrection commenc’d a fong for 
ever new, therefore thoufands miniftred unto him, and ten 
thoufand times ten thoufand ftood before him, erying with a 
loud voice, Worthy, worthy, is the Lamb that was flain ! 
and indeed, the happy tribes of Ifrael, the thoufands of Judah, 
the firft fruits to Gop and the the lamb, the grand retinue of 
the old Teftament Saints,—the train of millions, a number, that 
mo man can number, that were the redeem’d of the lamb, out 
of every kindred, tongue, people and nation, «when they be- 
held the lamb in the midft of the throne, as ome that had beer 
flain; they caft their crowns before the throne, and fung 
a new fong to him that had loved them, and had wafhed them 
from their fins in his own blood, and had made them Kingsand 
and Prieftsto Gop. Thus Cérif’s refurrection is the fure way 
to glory, to every one that follows the lamb whitherfoever he 

goes; ——as he rofe a conqueror and was received with inconcei- 
vable 
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vable joy into the mediatorial throne, prepared for him as the 
King of glory ; fo fhall the humble believer afcend to glory as a 
conqueror, and {hall have dominion in the refurreétion morn ; 
fee Pfal. xlix. 14. I might juftly add, that Chri/?’s refur- 
reétion is the path to Heaven and happinefs, as it is the pattern, 
earneft, and fure pledge of ours ;— if he that ipeaks as one hav- 
ing authority, is to be regarded, in Hofea xiii, 14, there fays 
Chrift, 1 will ranfom them from the power of the grave ;——which 
makes the believer fipy as he pafles ta his father’s houfe, O grave, 
where is thy victory ? 


I, 
——TI'll Sing his dear, his facred Name, 
That Triumph’d when he rofe, 
Angels affift me to Proclaim 
His Conqueft o’er my Foes, 
II. 
I'll fing the glories of his grace, 
And his dear Name adore ; 


But when I fee him Face to Face, 
I'll praife him more and more, 


Ill. 


Heavenly thoughts create my Song, 
And fet my Soul on fire, 

They Sweetly glide my thoughts along, 
To Join the Heavenly Choir. 


IV. 


To fit beneath the throne, and view 
His dying marks appear, 

Afrefh in all their glories new, 
To raife my Praifes there. 


My dear Friendly, 1 afk pardon in being fo prolix upon this 


head, but I hope you will pafs by my tedioufnefs witha fmile of 
love ; 
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Jave ; when you fee that Chrifi’s refurrefion is a branch of 


tree of life, that bears fuch precious fruit, for the joy of ¢ 
faints : rotten to a lively f pe 


? 
° 22 . in, J . 
by the refurrettion of Chri 2: to an inheritance incorruptioie, undefiled, 


and that fadeth not away, referv'd in Heaven for them. 


thereby, fays the apoltle, they are be 


3ut I haften to obferve in the Fi/t/ place, that Cérif’s afcen- 
fion is the gofpel path to Heaven and happineis ;———If_ we 
confider to whom he is afeended, which hein love, after his re- 
furrection ftays to let us know ; therefore he fays urto Mar;, 
touch me not, for Lam not yet afcended to my father, but go to my 
brethren, and fay unto them, L afcend unto my fatler, and your father, 


4] 


? 
Fuad 


thus he is the way tothe father ; and where my dear Friendly could 
we have wifhed our dear faviour to have gone, but unto our 
father and unto his father,---toour Gop, andunto his Gop ?-- 
O how comprehenfive and full of joy are thefe gracious words, 
that proceed out of his lips !—---as he died in love for us, fo he 
arofe in love towards us ; one would beready to think, that 
Chriff had had enough to do with finners before ;——Ileayine 
j - . 


for them, the glory he bal with the father before the world beran + ho 
emade a man ot forrow?, to be led from prifon to jud rment 

to be hated of ail men, to be forfaken of Gop and man, oi 

Heaven and Earth; till at laft he fays, « Repreaeci 

heart, and I am full 

there was nene, and 

and fo you find he gave u; 

umphant grace! he rifes ° 

ners had never offended him; he does not iay 

them, (no,)but goin love to them———theref 


n n ; ; , 4 
ny Drethern, I ascend unto mr Father, and a7 ‘our 


hence we may with fafety expect, paternal care,—— fatherly af- 


~~} + “) 1 -” } ; ; 

feétions, child like liberty, divine aid 

{ta glorious inh 
4 


fupplies, and at la 
of bleflings is here contain’d for faith to graf 


{ure foundation for hope to build upon, 
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to our father, and his father, to our Gop and to his Go D, a8 
the head of the church, and reprefentative of his people. 


I would obferve my dear Friendly in the Sixth place, that the 
end of Céri/?’s afcenfion proves it to be the way to glory, [ 
go fays Chriff to the father, and for what end he tells youin the 
xiv. John 2, in my father’s houfe are many manfions : if it were not 
fo, Twould have told you. Igo to prepare a place for you. You 
will then obferve, that the refidence of the faints in Heaven, is 
the fruit ot Chrif’s afcenfion ; he went home to prepare manfi- 
ons of glory for us, our refidence in Heaven will be, in a 
manfion prepared by the King of glery ! O who can tell, or 
what heart can conceive, what preparation grace will make for the 
faints in glery!~—f Chrif?’s love to his people is unfpeakable on 
earth,—what willhis love in Heaven be, if the preparations of his 
love tothe churchmilitant fprings from everlaiting, bottom’d upon 
his oath, flows from the perfections of his nature, fhinesin his pro- 
mifes, feal’d upon the hearts of the faints, difplayed m his word, 
as the preparation of grace here ; what will the preparation of glory 
be hereafter !—when we confidered that he whofe aame whofe 
nature is love, whofe arm has brought falvation, as the 
preparation of it, therefore he fays, I go to prepare a place for you. 

It is as much his work in Heaven to prepare by promile, by 
council, by power, and by love, an enjoyment for the faints, as 
it was his work on earth to fave them by his blood, from the 
wrath that is to come The enjoyment in Heaven, is referv’d 
as an inheritance for the faints, and the faints are preferv’d 
to enjoy this inheritance.-——It is the fettlements of love, upon 
he heirs of falvation ; a portion in glory that to us is in- 
conceivable, that the faints in full perfection fhall enjoy, when 
therefore fays Chrif?, 1 will receive 


t 


time fhall be no more; 
you to my felf, that where I am ye may be alfo, to behold my 
glory.---Chrift by his afcenfion carried home to his father’s court, 
the princely imperial honours of war, the glories, trophies, 
and triumphs of his death; theréfore fays the Holy Gholt, when 
be afcended on high he Jed captivity captive! as it was ufual for the 
Roman conquerors to fafien the fpoils and conquefts of war at 

their 
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their chariot wheels, and then makes an open fliew of them, 
thro’ the city royal, thereby they dedicated a fong of immortal 
honour to their names ; fo the Lord Fefus Chrift by his death 
conquer’d fin, by his refurrection, he triumph’d over it, but 
by his afcenfion he rode in triumph thro’ the palace royal of 
Heaven, asthe captain of our falvation, witn a train of viGories 
over fin, death and hell, faftned to the chariot wheels of his fa]- 
vation, as animmortal warrior whofe veftmentis dipt in blood ; 
therefore immortal praifes are afcribed unto his name, as you 
have it in Rev, vii. 10, /alvation to God which fitteth upon the throne 
and to the Lamb. 


But in the Laf place, my dear Friendly, 1 would obferve, that 
the interceflion of the Lord Jefus, is-the joyful way to glory.—— 
Therefore fays the apoftle, Heb. vii. 25. Ae is able to fave them te 
the uttermof?, that come unto Gov by him, feeing he ever liveth to make 
interceffion for them. There we may confider, with what 
Chrif? pleads and makes interceffion, which is nothing lefs, 
than the infinite value of his blood, the travel of his foul ;—— 
the treafure of his fufferings, that whatever depths of worth, 
glery of riches,---immenfe treafures of value, you can conceive 
to be in the blood of Cérif?, there is that, and infinitely more 
that pleads for the redemption of your foul ; for verily of a 
truth, his precious blood has all the value of Deity in it,—and 
all the dignity, and glories of the God-head is wontain’d there- 
in ; which makes it a powerful plea, for the Life and fal- 
vation of that foul that comes unto Gop by him. There 
can be additions made to all earthly treafures co increafe the 
value of them, but there can be no addition made to the im- 
menfe treafures of Chrif?’s blood, neither can its value be aug- 
mented ; therefore it never fails faving that foul that puts its 
truft therein, for if the worth of his blood, the honours of his 
death,—the glories cf his life, the triumphs of his refurrection, 
the authority of his interceflion before the throne of Gop, can 
favea foul relying thereon, it fhall be faved im the Lord with an 


everlafting falvation. 
G 
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T. 
Y Fefus lives, he intercedes, 
i before the Throne of Gon; 
And for my Soul my Saviour Pleads, 
The Value of his Blood. 


If. 

What ever plea my Yefus makes, 
The Voice is precious Blood : 
By Life, by Death, he undertakes, 

To bring my Soul to Gop. 

Itt. 
He ever lives before the Throne, 
My Advocate above, 
Secures my Blifs in joys unknown, 
In Settlements of Love. 
IV. 
Amaz’d I Stand, I Stand amazd, 
At Love fo rich and free, 
To one fo vile,---I1 well may gaze, 
At Love fo great to me. 

In the Seecnd place, the Interceffion of the Lord of life and 
glory, v ill appear to be the way of actefS to the ocean of joy, if 
we confider not only what he pleads, but with whom he pleads, 
—_—Father, fays he, / avill that they alfo wwhone thou h 1/? given me 
be avith me ia behold my glory , this fingie plea is enough for the Lord 
of glory to make, becaufe he has all Power in Heaven and on 
Earth, therefore we find in Joun xi. 22. that Martha faid unto 
Fefus, Dut I know, that even now, whatfoever thou wilt ak of Goo, 
Gop will give it thee. Which is 2 ftrong argataent, and power- 
ful proof of the prevalency of Céri/’s interceflion before the 
throne, inafmuch as he has his Father’s heart, before he pleads 
for the blefling ; John xi. qt. and Felis lift up bis ees, and fate, 
Fatver, I thank thee that thou haft beard me: and I kntrw that thes 
beareft me always ;——---If Chriff bealways heard, how fure and 


fafe 
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iate may a trembling believer depend upon his interceffion whofe 

heart is engaged in love, whofe hand is engaged in power, whofe 
OW ‘ + 1. ; . P . *-* 7 . 

blood ftands engaged ia ail its honouws to afford divine fupplies. 


Z. 
His bleeding heart, his wounded Side, 
The Father did approve, 
He heard the Voice when Jefas Cry’d, 
Father forgive and Love. 


If, 
** Father forgive their Sins he Cry’d 
** For I myfelf have Dy'd, 
** And then he fhews his open heart, 
‘* And pleads his wounded Side. Dr. Watts. 


But, Thirdly, Let us confider where Chrift pleads,---within the 
vail, in the prfence of Gon, fays the apolile, having chtained 
eternal redemption for us. As the high-prieft under the law was not 
to enter into the moft holy place, byt withthe blood of the flain 
facrifices, {prinkled upon the mercy-feat, and before the mercy- 
feat, therefore, the apoftle, when he would difplay the Pre- 


eminence and glory of our great High-Prieft, afier the order of 
Mel: bifedec, fays, Heb. ix. 12. Neither by the bleod of goats and calves, 
but by bis own blood he entered in once into the boly tlace .------there he 
fprinkled his blood before the mercy-feat, and upon the mercy- 
eat, therefore it is that the Holy Ghoft ftiles his blood even ia 


b 
better things 
& 


heaven, the bluod of fprinkling, that fpeaketh 
than the blood of el :-----you’ll obferve, my dear Friendly, that 
Abel being dead, yet his blood fpeaketh, therefore fays Gop 
wnto Cain, Gen. iv. 10. The vaice of thy brother's blood crieth 
nse from the ground. If the voice of Abel's blood cried from the 
carth to heaven for vengeance, for a difplay of Gon’s ftrong 
what muft the powerful voice of Chriit’s blood be, that 

was fhed for the difplay of pure mercy ?---the opening way of 
rich grace,---the confluence of divine love, or to ule Dr. The. 
Goodwin (that unparallelled author’s) expreilions, «« to broach the 
heart 


i? 
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heart of Gop, that was full of love to his people : But ob- 
ferve, (as I wou’d fain gather apples from every branch of the 
tree of life,) did Abel’s blood cry from the ground ; what voice, 
what cry muf the precious tlocd of Chrift have upon the crofs, 
when it faid, Father forgive them, for they know not what they do? 
did Abel’s blood cry and prevail from the ground! what 
muft the blood of Chrift upon the throne do in the prefence of 
Gop for us? Created ftrength is too weak, time is too 
fhort, and an angel’s tongue too feeble to tell you the value of 
the Saviour’s blood within the vail ;------for if the blood of a 
faint was heard in heaven and anfwered, how much more fhall 
the blood of the King of faints be heard and anfwered in all 
the defigns and purpofes of it? as it is of fuch infinite value, 
and incomparable worth, being, fays the apoftle, the blood of 
Gon, 1 John iii. 16. Hereby perceive we the love of GOD; in that 
he laid down his life for us. If the voice of Chrift’s blood crieth 
in the garden, crieth upon the crofs, and fpezketh before the 
throne! what muft the voice, the power, the authority of his 
blood be, where he adds his own voice to it, that /pake as mever 
man fpake ? faying, Behold I am he that was dead and am alive, fare 
then here is the ftrongeft ftay for a weak mind ! fweeteft fup- 
port fora doubting foul. For if the authority of his blood can 
prevail for thee, the power of his arm fupport thee, the trea- 
fures of his Gov-t1ke blood can fave thee, thy foul, oh trem- 
bling believer, fhall never be loft! for confider, Chrift fol- 
lowed the hue and cry of his blood upon the crofs, within the 
vail, even to the mercy-feat, and there laid down in full pay- 
ment the price of blood, the value of our eternal redemp- 
tion,---(viz-) an infinite birth, an infinite life, a glorious death, 
a triumphant refurrection, which he ever lives to plead, and if 
they all jointly together can fave thy foul (oh! doubting be- 
liever,) it {hall be faved in the Lord with an everlafting falva- 


[. 
He entered in, but ’twas with Blood, 
With Blood he fpreads the throne, 
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With Blood he pleads, prevails with Gop, 
To make the joy my own. 
U. 
Behold my foul within the vail, 
The Saviour’s precious Blood ! 
For thee it pleads it cannot fail, 
To bring thee near thy Gon. 


But my dear Friendly, I fear I am too prolix on this head, but 
give me leave to add in the Fourth place, for whom Chrift thus 
intercedes, for them, fays the apoftle, that come unto Gop by 
him, fee Heb, vii. 25. Here the apoftle is {peaking of fuch 
that were fenfible of their loft eftate,---of their want of eternal 
falvation, of fuch that were coming to Gov by Chrift for the 
enjoyment of it : fuch, fays the apoftle, Chrift is able to 
fave to the uttermoft, feeing he ever lives to make interceflion for 
them; but firft the Lord Jefus makes interceflion for the mokt 
harden’d and obdurate finners, (I mean) for fuch that are not 
called by grace, whofe minds are in full enmity to him, whofe 
hearts and hands are engaged in the moft unn: vite unparralle!- 
Jed acts of hoftility againft him, therefore we find that the dear 
Saviour’s dying breath, was a plea for the life and falvation of 
his moft implacable enemies. Father forgive them, for they kne 
what they do : likewife we find that when our dear eed was 
bequeathing his legacies of love to his difciples, that his joy 
might be fulfilled inthem, he adds, Neither prey l fori a lone, 
but for them that fhall beliewe on me thro’ their word. hrift in- 
tercedes as much for the calling of fimners by grace out al dark 
nefs into Gon’s marvellous light, as he does for the comfort 
and confolation of his faints; on this account it is that finners 
are preferved to calling, and in a fenfe faved before called by 
grace ; therefore fays the Lord, by the prophet Ifaiah, liii. 
12. be was numbered with the tranfgreffars, and he bare the fins 6f ma- 
ny, and he made interceffion for the tranfere(pr:. This affords to 
our minds a ftrong fupport, a fweet pillar of hope concerning 
our children, our deareft friends, and neareft relations, that 
are in the high road to profanation. (or in the by-paths of civi- 

lity 
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lity and morality,) to death and deftruction; who can tell but 
they may lie near the Saviour’s heart, interefted in the intercef- 
fion of his blood before the throne; if fo, tho’ we might not 
live to join in their joy here on earth, yet, beyond expe&ation, 
might mect them with the greater tranfports of joy in the 
realms above. 

But then fecondly, Chrift intercedes by the authority of his 
perfon, by the power and atonement of his blood, for the 
greatelt fenfible finner upon the face of the earth; what could 
have fupported Manajeh’s guilty foul, when charged with the 
weight of fuch united, ponderous, unparallelled, crimfon 
crimes, but a view of the Mefiah/ that was to be cut off, bue 
not for himfelt, nothing lefs than a view of the Lamb fain from 
the foundation of the world, then living to plead the power and 
atonement of his death, tor guilty finners, could poffibly fup- 
port his guilty foul, when humbled before his Gop, for thofe 
unnumbered, unnatural, unparallelled, guilty crimes, but by 
the interceflion of Chrift, he found redemption through his 
blood, even the forgivenefs of his fins. I might, my dear 
Friendly, mention many fuch inftances of divine grace, from 
fcripture authority ; but I fhall only mention the cafe of the 
apoftle, who enumerates his crimes in the order of an invento- 
ry, I, fays he, that was before a blafphemer, and a perfecutor ; and 
when {peaking of finners, of whem, fays he, J as chief, yet, fays 
he, J obtained mercy; and it was becaufe the Lord Jefus inter- 
ceded for his falvation, as the purchafe of his bleod, and the 
travel of his foul. Therefore fays the Lord to dnnanias, He is a 
chofer: veffel unto me to bear my name before the Gentiles; on which 
account, fays the apoitle, the grace of our Lord was exceeding 
abundant ; or, as the learned Dr. Goodwin obferves, the ori- 
ginal is more comprehenfive, which fignifies that the grace of 
Chrift, was over full, redundant, more than enough : One 
would have thought that the apollie had fins enough to try the 
meafure and ftrength of the iove of Chri, who was before a 
blafphemer, gc. yet how foon is the meafuce of his fins loft, 
when compared with immeafurable love and grace! which was, 

fays 
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fays h2, exceeiling abundant. Here 1 would obferye, my dear 
Fricedly, that the interceflion of 

berant joy, a divine and eternal re 


Chrift, yiclds ftreams of exu- 
! guilty mind, con- 
fcious of his unnumbered tranfgreflions againft Gop and his 


eaie toa 


own *ioul ; becaufe, as the apoftle obferves, it faves unto the 
very uttermolt, therefore Ict the guilty finner take a view of all 
the theufand ot thonfands, the ten thoufand times ten th ou fand tranf- 
greflions that he has been guilty of, in thought, word, and deed, 
throughont the whole courfe of his life, to this moment; then 
had a view of all the mifery due to his foul for fin, and of all 
the difficulties that fin, death and hell, can lay in its way of falva- 
tion ; it can’t but fink the fon! with a thoufand trembling fears; 
but remember, that Chvift by his interceflion faves to the utter- 
moft, beyond the reach of thy mifery ; for if Chrift faves to 


the uttermoft, it anfwers every objection, allays every grief, 


fupplies every want, fatisfies every defire!———his pleas being 


ftronger to faye, than the accufation of iin, death, or hell to 


deftroy. 


Truth, But I add inthe third place, that Chrif intercedes for 


: . #1; 2° ts = thar G on than — 
his revolting, backfliding children, that find in them an evil heart 


of unbelief, in departing from the living Gov; whatcould ever 
. ; ae ag a. et «y,: 
have fupported David Ss backfiding foul, In the caie oi Urias, o1 


y mind in the views of hisr »peated idolatry, but a 


difcovery of that blood of atonement, typically reprefented to 


Salomen’s gui 


them, by the high-prieft entering into the Aaly of holies, but not 
without blood; thereby pointing eut unto them, Him, whom 
Gop had confecrated a prief for evermore, entering in with 
his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption for them?--- 
and what could have fupported Perer’s guilty mind, under the 
heinous and aggravating backflidings of his foul, when he faid, 
1 knew not the man: what not know the man, Peter ? that when 
thou criedf, Lord fave r elf 1 peri , ;------Le flretched forth his band 
and caught thee, and faid, D ye of little faith, wherefore did thou 
doubt, 1 fay what cou’d have fupported Peter’s guilty foul, under 
the repeated backilidings, and denial of his Lord, with language 


borrowed 
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borrowed from hell, but the interceflion of Chrift? whe faid, 
I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not. We find that the Lord 
by the prophet Hz/ea, declares that his people were bent to bact- 
fide, like a backfliding heifer: and what can fupport their droop- 
ing fpirits under their renewed backflidings, releafe their guilty 
fears, fet at liberty their captive fouls, but the omnipotent 
power of the blood of the everlafting covenant, making inter- 
eeffion for them? on which account, we find the Holy Ghoft 
fays, 1 John ii. 1. Jf any man fin, we have an advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Fefus Chrift the righteous :------ therefore fays the Lord, Ffe- 
fea, xiv. 4. I will heal all their backflidings and will love them freely. 


I. 
------His facred blood he ever pleads, 


To fet the guilty free, 
Before the throne the Saviour fpreads, 
His anguith on the tree ! 


II. 

This is my foul’s eternal ftay, 
While Jefus pleads above, 
Pll truft my foul, I fafely may, 
On Jefu’s blood, and love. 


IIT, 
This is my fure, my fafe retreat, 
To which my foul fhall flee, 
I'll {tay my foul on Love fo great, 
And reiuge Lord in thee. 
IV. 
His wounded hands, his bleeding heart, 
That bled upon the tree, 
Will not withhold, but fure impart, 
The Life I want to me. 
Vv. 
No guilty finnerneed defpair, 
Of life while Jefus lives, 


Behold 
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Behold the throne, fee Jefus there, 


i 
His hand the blefling gives. 


Iclofe with juft obferving in the Fift/ place 
Chrift’s interceflion, be ever liveth, faith the apofile 
intercefion ; the priefts under the law were made 
oath, but Chrift was made a Prieft with an oath ; 
the apoftle, Heb. vii. 21. that faid unto 


ewill not repent, thou art a Prief? for - } 


the life of Chrift in heaven, ftands as much e1 
people, as his life on earth; his rightcous lif 
us from condemuation,------but his life in heaven pleads the free 
dom for our enjoyment, and divine fecurity, the work of fal 
vation was compleated by his death, but it is 

by his life cf interceflion™ 

venant with his Blood, but ever lives to b 


cies with his own hands ;------for, he is exalted t 


uv 


a Saviour, to give repentance unto Urael, and / 


as when dying upon the crofs for tl 


only to fee, but to plead 


His heart is as much fet upon ferving his people n: 


and authority, his Blo 


; pe rege 
it.--- Dherefore fays th 


e will never give 
f Te AM I and lhe child: ca 
haf? given me, Ihave lof? none.---\ 
/y, that the perfeétions and promifes, the oath 
Gop is full of love and kindnefs to hi 
ceffion of cur dear Lord Je 
by which he unlocks all thete 
Jenovan’s nature; the {we 


of his oath, 
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rays, and divine flreams, to fupport with heavenly hopes, to 
comfort with divine confolation, the drvoping mind whilft pat- 
fing thro’ this weary land, unto that reft that remains for the 
people of Gop. 


I, 


EHOLD my foul thy worthlefs name, 
3 Enroll’d in Lines above, 
See Jefu’s heart,:view there a flame, 
Of never changing Love. 


If. 
My life is fure while Jefus lives, 
Nor can I ever die, 
While his kind hand fo freely gives, 
Such rich, fuch {weet fupply. 


Truth. Having proved to you that the love of Gop is the 
ocean of joy, and happinefs,---and pointed out the glories and 
properties of this love, and the way to the enjoyment of it, 
this leads me, my dear Friendly, to obferve what appearances 
the love of Gop has made in his word to his people. Firft, in 
the Fixation of it. 

Friendly. My dear Truth, aS*you aye been my fpiritual guide, 
hitherto, and have been now leading my foul unto the living 
fountains of joy, contained’ the interceffion, of the Lord of 
wlory give me leave to afk what.I am to apprehend by the Fixa- 
tion of the love of Gop? 


Truth, By the Fixation of the love of Gop, I humbly conceive 
we are to underftand, his having an eternal good-will towards 
us; or, his mind being unchangeably fixed upvn his people in 
Chrift, as the objeéts of his delight ; or, his being for ever at relt 
in his love to them.—GOD is dove, fays the apoftle, and the Fix- 
ation of his love, is nothmg lefs than the engagiag and beftow- 


ing 
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ing himfelf with all the perfections of his nature, to be their 
Gop, for ever and for ever ; therefore, fays the Lord by the 
prophet Jeremiah, xxxi. 33. 1 will be their Ged, and they fhall be my 
people The Fixation of the love of Gop, is making firm, fure 
and permanent the boundlefs, immente love of the divine nature 
upon his people; which he has done by oath, and by promife, 
by covenant, and by blood. That his love to them, is his na- 
ture loving them, he canas foon ceafe to be, as ceafe to love 
them. The Fixation of his love, is to aflign and fix his heart 
upon them, to fettle his love for ever there, to choofe, elect, 
pick out his people as the objetts of his eternal delight, and divine 
complacency, as his jewels, his inheritance, his {fpoufe, and his 
portion. Likewife by the Fixation of the love of Gop, we 
might underftand the Lamb’s book of life, cr our names being 
wrote in heaven: by the bookI underftand, Gon’s eternal mind, 
that as a book contains things of a valuable and interelting na- 
ture between man and man; fo the book of Gop’s eternal mind, 
contains for his people all the interefting and valuable treafures 
of grace and glory ; but by their names being wrote in this 
book, I underftand the Fixation of their names in the book of his 
eternal mind, with infinite pleafure ; or his fertling his everlaft- 
ing love upon them, /erting them as a feal upon his heart; Goo’s 
eternal mind, may be compared to a book for fafety and fecrecy: 
as our names are regiftred and debts entred in a book for fafety, 
and fecurity ; fo our names are writ in the Lamb’s book of lij2, for the 
fafety and fecurity of our perfons from law, fin, wrathand death. 
—As a book likewife not only contains things for fafety,—but 
contains things and concerns of a fecret nature to another,—fo 
the book of Gon’s eternal mind, contains our names; but it re- 
mains a fecret to men and angels whofe names are there wrote, 
till Gop himfelf makes it known, by calling-grace; therefore, 
the apoftle ftiles the gofpel, the myftery hid from age to age, 
but ow made manife/t to the Jaints, which was, fays he, hid in GOD, 
Eph. iii. 9. but this book is intitled the book of life. Rev. 
xx. 12. and another book was opened which is the book of life.—— 
Gon’s eternal love fixed upon his people, may be fitly called the 
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book of life, as it contains all our life of joy, and peace here, and 
that whatever flreams of peace fill our 











| of glory hereafter ; 
j minds: promifes of pardon inriches our fouls; or, communion 





i with Gop we enjoy, to the enlargement of our comfort, to the 
fealing of our falvation, 








itis but the opening of the leaves ," 
2 8. of the book of life to our fouls: (viz. ) the Fixation of his love 4 
} | upon us: who can forbear repeating the apoftle’s rapture with 






a i renewed extacy of foul, beheld what manner of love the Father has 








a i beffowed upon us! therefore fays one, When {peaking of love’s 


eternal fixation, contained in Ifa. xlix. 16. 









"i . ) « 

ih — Tis Grace fettled in Chrift before 

i The world was made that I adore, 
And find a {weet employ, 






In fearching thy Eternal mind, 
The Book of Life, and there I find, 

My name with richeft joy. 

il. 

What ever peace or joy I prove, 
Is but the fruit of Antient Love, 

The heavenly fweets I find 
Are drops of Joy, fron Sovereign-grace, 
Fix’d firm upon thy chofen race, 
In thy Eternal mind. 







OS 











Truth. But this leads me, my dear Frirndly, to obferve in the 
focond place, the appearances, and difplays of the love of Gop in 
his defigns, councils, purpofes and decrees. 






Friendly. Bear with my free enquiries, what am] to apprehend 
by the purpofes and decrees of Gop ? 





Truth. My dear Friendly, your renewed enquiries, afford re- 
newed pleafure tomy mind.—Therefore in the firft place, by the 
decrees and councils of Gop, I humbly conceive, we are (accord- 
ing 
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ing to his word) to underftand, the refolve of his mind, that 
neither fin, death, nor hell, nor things prefent nor things to 
come, fhould ever fruftrate the defigns of his grace; or remove 
his love from the objects upon whom he had fixed it. Therefore 
fays the Lord by the prophet J/z. xlvi. 10. My councils fhal! fand, 
and I will do all my pleafure; and in Pfalm xxxiit. 11. the council 
of the Lerd fiandeth for ever, and the tho: ughts of his heart to all genera- 
tions. The councils of men and devils, may be broke to 
pieces, and all their defigns fruftrated ; but the councils of the 
Lord of Hoits is the pleafure of his mind, therefore as firm as 
his nature, for faith Fob xxiii. 13. he is in ome mind, and who cam 
turn him, and what his foul defireth, even that he doth, divine truth, 

and faithfulnefs, which is, fays the prophet, the girdle of his reins, 
ftands engaged to perform and execute the aod of Gop, in 
the falvation of his people. For if Jexovan’s councils are 
not fulfilled, it muft be either for want ef power, or will to ful- 
filthem,; as to power, his arm is Omnipotent, his power is al- 
mighty ;—as to his will, to fulfil his onan faye what the 


his own he 


Truth. In the fecond place, The love of Gon appears in his 
decrees and councils, in appointing the way in which pardon 
and peace, life, and falvation, fhould flow to his people 
Chrift is (as I have already pointed out) Jenovan’s way of 
grace to his people: therefore, he is by the apoftle fliled, the 
new and living way confecrated for us :—but I would here obferve, 
that Chrift is the way of the Father’s councils, purpofes and de- 
crees as all his councils center in him ;—his purpofes fulfilled by 
him ;—his decrees have their accomplifhment ap oh him,— 
Therefore fays the prophet Zech. vi. 13. the counci I of peace vaas 
between them both.—Chrilt was not only fet up from Sleaiighion, as 
the head of his church, but was God's predeftinated and 
appointed way for all the bleflings of redemption to flow to his 
people. Therefore, fays the apoftle, 1 Pet. i. 20. who was verily 
fore-ordained before the foundation of the world.—JeHovan neve 

fixed 
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fixed his love upon his people but in Chrift, nor decreed to fave 
them but by Chrift; therefore he is ftiled the Lamb flain from the 
foundation of the world.—The councils, purpoles, and decrees of 
redemption {pring from the love of Gop, but the accomplith- 
ment and fulfilment of them, was bottomed and fettled upon the 
engagement of Chrift to die for his people, when the fulnefs of 














time was come.—---Therefore, fays Chrift, for this end was I born, 
and for this end came I into the world; to fays he, J came to do thy 
will, O my COD. 












Truth. But, Thirdly, my dear Friendly, the love of Gop ap- 
pears in his purpofes and decrees;—inafmuch as he decreed to 
enhance the glories of his love, by all the oppofition that fin and 
death fhould bring upon his people; to enhance his love in him- 
felf is impoffible, for it is as high as Deity, as deep as eternity, 
more boundlefs than the ocean, and deeper than the unfathom- 
able feas.—But as the depths of a perfon’s mifery enhances the 
mércy and kindnefs of their bountiful benefactor, fo the depths 
of man’s mifery by fin, enhances the glories of divine mercy in 
his deliverance from fin.—Sin’s progreis and extenfive fpreading 
in the hearts of Gon’s people, (though not defignedly,) yet as o- 













verruled by Divine Wiidom, to the fulfilment of divine councils, 
places fo many gems inthe crown of Divine Mercy: how ftrong 
and rapid was the power of fin, to what a height and dominion 
had it advanc’d itfelf againft the Lord of life and glory, that it 
could not bear the fight of him ; (though fairer than the fons of men) 
away with bim :—it could not the bear the breath of him, tho’ 









he did no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth ;—crucify him, cruci- 
Sj bim, was its vehement language; yet this was the fulfillment of 
Jenovan’s councils, the accomplifhment of his decrees and pur- 







pofes! fee 4’; iv. 2. For to do whatfoever thy hand and thy council 
determined before to be done.-—The ftrength and oppofition of fin, 
appearsin breaking the law of Gop, and rendering us obnoxious 
to his wrath.—But divine mercy fhines with refulgent rays, in 
Chrift fulfilling the law for us, and in his enduring the curfe for 
vs.———-The oppofition of fin appears, in {preading that con{fci- 
oufnefs 
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oufnefs of guilt upon our minds, thereby filling our fouls wi 


ten thoufand fears of death and hell ;- but O how bricht 


and confpicuous are the beams of Divine mercy, in the at 
ing blood of Jefus! in removing the ponderous wei 


< 


one 


ht of gutle 


from our minds, in f{cattering our ten thouland fears of death 


and hell, by the triumphs and conquelt of Chrit over death and 


hell! O death where is thy fing ’—the oppofition of fin appears in 
weakening our faith, hope, and love ;—but Divine Mercy fhines 
in ftrengthening our faith, infamine our love, and reviving ou 
5 1s ul Abad, PAD PATTIIT © Ua ‘CC; Mia Vill ur 
hope, by the refurrection of Chrilt from the dead.—Thus the 
love of Gop appears in his deerees as it is his refolve to fave his 


people ;—as it appoints the way to fave mn,—and as he by his 
decrees enchances the glories of his love, by the oppofition is 


meets with from fin, death, and hell. 


Truth, But then, Fourthly the decrees of p: Is Gop appoint- 


ing his people to eternal glory, fee 1 T/e/. v. 9. For God bath 


not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain falvation by our L 


Ba! 


ane a 
nications of his grace, for the enjoyment of of i 
heaven and happineis will confiit in a ipiri 


° . sf{h co . nm he hanng nnn: 
enjoyment of it.—A hih can as foon be happy upon « 
ing fands ; beneath the fcorching beams of the 

: ’ oe ee sf el 
be happy (in heaven) beneath the beams of the | 


“a : he 
has not a fpritual meetnefs wrought by 


of it, was it poflible forit to be admi 
, . = 
apoltle obierves in Romans 
made known unto the velleli 
the Ras ch ‘ 
wie FTLOTY OF Deaven Is pre 


the kingdom prepared 


gle ry ;—as 
an. 


faints are prepar 
ivig thanks, jays the apoitle, 


be pa takers Of the inberitance of th oC faints 


Friendly, My dear Truth, are thefe the decrees 


purpotes of the molt high, the councils of my G 
fo much fighting againft, fo much quar 


Oo 
: 
ww ~ 
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yyity and jultnefS of them ; methinks I feel them fhine with 


fuch meridian brightnefs, with fuch luftre and glory upon my 


eat 


mand, that conitrains my foul, to break forth in the prophets 
rapture, ow precious are thy thoughts unto me, O COD, how 
the {uz of the jils 


great és 


——Raptur’d with joy, behold I fee, 


Treafures of grace bettow’d on me, 
More boundlefs than the feas ! 


"Tis boundlefs grace, that has no fhore, 
I tafte the love, with yoy adore 


The depths of thy decrees. 


Truth. This leads me my dear Friendly, to obferve in the third 
place the difplays of the love of Gop in the fettlement of gra 
and ‘glory for perpetuity; and here I thall be concife, becaufe 
much of the fettlement of grace and glory is contained in the 
Fixation of the love of Goo; [ fhall therefore in a brief manner, 
guilt obferve what vre are to apprehend by grace and what by 
glory ;—upon whom it is fettked,—where the grace and glory 
of Gop is fettled,—and when it was fettled, and clofe in anfwer- 


ing any imquiry that may arife in your mind. 


2 qT! : a a 7 
» What we are to underftand by grace,—by 
¢ © 4 


ive we are to underitand the good-will of 

kindnefs and munificence contain’d in his 
divine nature, beaming forth in his infinite perfeétions ; fhining 
with heavenly rays to us in in his councils and purpofes, in his 
oath and promifes, in his word and covenant ; and by his fpirit 
upon our fouls.—By glory, I humbly underftand, the confum- 

1 . - - ° . ‘c ed - ' 

mate happinefs of the foul in the beatific vifion of Gop, or, the 
i 


completion of grace in beRowing upon the minds all that enjoy- 


me 
4-4 


eterna] decrees had defign’d for it’s truition 
npleat felicity in heaven; for grace is glory in the nature 
m4 ° ~ - 1 . -™ ~ ~ oa . . f, +; 
of it, and glory in its perfection is only grace in its confummati- 
L é 4 < 
° : ‘ ° enee . aed ain a a . race 
tion, grace is millitant glory, and glory is triumphant grace, 


d iffering 
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differing only in degrees, but not in.nature and kind; but what 
the enjoyment of the cortpletion of grace, or glory, will be; 
time will fail me to tell; for the moft elegant and fublime 
language cannot paint it forth, ideas cannot grafp it, for all na- 
ture wants a refemblance of it, and even the word of Gopa 
full revelation; as faith the Apoftle, Eye sath not feen, nor car 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive, what 
God hath prepared for them that love him. Therefore it will as far 
tranfcend our molt elevated ideas, and infinitely further, than the 
boundlefs ocean tranfcends the drop upon the bucket; or the 
ponderous mountains the fleeting duft upon the balance: We 
can never know (not in conception) what our enjoyment will be 
mm the refulgent difplays of the perifections of Gop, in the open- 
ing rays of the Son of Righteoufnefs, in his matchlefs uacreated 
glories, in his ab{tracting furpailing beauties; in the difplay of 
infinite wifdom, in unfolding the treafures of his providence, 
and infinite power in bringing forth the top-ftone with fhoutings 
of grace! grace! untoit; on which account fays the Hoty 
Guosrt, 1 Epitt. John iti. 2. Lt doth not yet appear what we fhall be, 


but when be // ll appear u » fi ll be like him, for w ; hall fee him as be 


gs. Col. ii. 4. T hen hall ye alje appe. with him in olory, 


Friendly, But upon whom its this grace and glory fettled as a 


o 
crown, asa kingdom that cannot be moved ! 
7 . f ° r 7 7 , 
Truth. The Apoftle paints ovt to a full demonitration upon 
whom it is fettled, in Eph. i. 3. Who hath bleed us with all fpiritu- 
To the law and to the teftimony, let us enquire who 


we are to underftand by the dittinguithing character Us, the 


word us is very fignificative and dittinguifhing in fcripture, and 
ought to be well underitood by every enquirer after truth; as it 
is moft frequently in the New Teftament to be underftood of 
the elect of Gop, of the Saints and faithful in Cuaist Jesus. 
As this is the cafe here, to whom the Apoftle was writing, as in 
the firft verfe he {tiles them Saints and faithful in Curist Jesus, 
and in the third verfe the Ele& of Gon, t fore we find the 


A > fil - ; Y " —" i{ ’ / ; "7 y 
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of Gon’s Ele, and then adds in the 35th, Who fhall feparate Us 
Srom the lwe of Curist; and again, he obferves, that We are 
whore than conquerors through him that has lox ed Us, which proves 
that the character Us in icripture fi; gnifies the Eleét of Goo, 
efpecially in St. Paul’s Epifties to the Churches, therefore we 
find the Apoftle points out thofe for whom Curist died, under 
the character U;, in Eph. v. 2. Who hath loved Us, and given himfelf 
io Gop for Us. As the charaéter Us belongs to a Family, as w hen 
one of the Family is {peaking of an inheritance belonging to the 
whole, they fay, it belongs to Us: Now the faints ae of the 
Society of Heaven, ufe the fame phrafe and appellation, Rev. i. 5 
Who hath loved Us, and wa/bed Us from our fins in his own ‘blood. 
Hence obferve, that the character Us, is a fcripture character of 
the ele& of Gon, called by grace out of darknefs into marvel- 
ous light, by whith they know, that they are of the Family 
of Heaven, and of the Houfhold of Faith; but the charaéer by 
which they are known to Gop, as harass grace and glory fettled 
upon them, is, Ele? according to the foreknowledge of Gov the Fa- 
Tuer, 1 Epift. Pet. i, 2. Having this feal, the a ‘d knowweth them that 
are bis, 2 Tim. ii. 19. As heirs a the grace of lite, as heirs with 
Gop, andas joint heirs withCurist; wellknown to Gop as his 
jewels, as his portion, his inheritance, his royal diadem and 
crown of clory, Ifa. \xii. 3. Known to Curisr as his choice, his 
Father’s gift, his fpoufe, his bride, as the purchafe of his blood, 
and as the travel of his foul; for whom he lived, for whom he 
died, and now ever liveth to make interceflion for; known to 
the Hoty Guosrt, as his workmanfhip, the formation of his 
power, the habitation of his prefence. 1 Cor. vi. 19. Know ye 
not that your body is the Temple of the Hoty Guost, for he dwel- 
eth with you, and fhall be in you, Tob. xiv. 17. By thefe diftinguifh- 
ing characters you fee that it is the church of Gop, the members 
of Curist, the heirs of Salvation, the feed according to the 
promife that have grace and glory fettled upon them for perpe- 
tuity. 
Friendly. But if grace and glory extends to none but the Elect, 
then there wiil be but few happy in another world ? 
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Truth. This objection my dear Friendly, is owing to you and 
others, having too narrow and contradted ideas of the election of 
grace, as though there would be but few faved, which is true com- 
paratively, but not fo few as thoufands feem to imagine, for the 
word of Gop declares them to be, a number that no man can num- 
ber, Rev. vii, 9. As the hairs of our head, or the fands upon 
the fea fhore, cannot be numbered, on account of their number- 
lefs number; neither can the Elect of Gop out of every tongue, 
people, nation, and language, that are redecmed to Gop by the 
blood of the Lams, be numbered. They are a numberlefi number 
that fhall come from the Eaft, from the Weft, from the North and from 

he South, and feall fit down with Abraham, Ifaac, end Jacob, and 
and all the Prophets in the kingdom of God. Luke xiii. 29. For if almoft 
eighteen hundred years ago there was a number fay ed (befides the 
hundred and forty and four thoufand) that no man could number, Rev. 
vii. 9. What muft there be now? and what will there be to the 
end oftime, when a nation fhall be born at once? When from the 
womb of the morning Cerist fhall have the dew of his youth; 
when the Fews with the fulnefs of the Gentiles, fhall be gathered 
in, and all fhall know the Lorn, and his knowledge cover the 
earth, as the waters cover the fea. Though 1 do not believe 
that grace ana glory will extend to a fingle foul, beyond the 
line of Electing love ; yet I believe that the line of EleGting Love, 
as extended in its fixation, and will extend in its communications 
to millions of fouls beyond our conception of it. 


Friendly, 1f grace and glory extends to none but the el 


why is the word preached to all ? 


et 


Truth. 1 anfwer, fuppofing you had fome rich jewels, pre- 
cious pearls, brilhant diamonds, and thefe were blended and mix- 
ed among a mountain of common pebbles, would you not 
fearch and move all the mountain of common pebbles, to find 
the pearls and jewels mixed amongft them? Though the Eleé are 
by nature the children of wrath, even as others; but diftinguith- 
ing love makes them jewels in Gop’s efteem, Mal. iii. 17. 
Therefore he fearches for them among the promifcuous multi- 
titude 
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tude of mankind, externally by his word, and internally ana 
effedtually by his fpirit, as his peculiar treafure. You likewife 
know that the dews and fruitful fhowers from Heaven drop as 
plentifully upon the barren defert, as upon the fruitful and fer- 
tile field ; yet is not the barren defart made fruitful thereby, 
but the fertile field is thereby blefled with a rich encreafe, be- 
caufe there is feed fown upon it, that waited for the fruitful 
fhowers that it might grow thereby. So the Ele& of Gop 
are as a field which the Lorn has blefled with the feed of 
divine grace in their minds; they wait at the polt of his 
doors for fhowers of bleflings in the miniftration of the word, 
that they might grow in grace, and in the knowledge of their 
Lorn and Saviour Curist, Thougha barren defert may 
join to a fertile field, and receive the fame watering from 
Heaven, yet thefe waterings ace never intended to make the 
harren defert like the fruitful field. So the fruitful thowers of 
bleffings in the miniftration of the word,. are never defigned by 
Gop tomake the ftrangers grow in grace; but the children who 
are heirsof the bleflings, accordingto the promife, whom he hath 
chofen unto himfelf as a [pecial people, above all people that are upon the 
face of the earth, Duet. vii. 6. and the reafon is given in verfe 8. 
Becaufe the Lorn loved them. From hence I would obferve, that 
no foul need to be dejected on account of Gon’s election of 
grace, becaufe it lays a fure foundation for prefent comfort, and 
future happinefs : Therefore dear reader, if thou art defirous of 
knowing thy intereft in the election of grace, it is a proof of thy 
beiag chofen in Curist before the foundation of the world, 
for never was a foul defiroys of being faved by electing love (in 
Gop’s way) that was ever loft for want of it. As the arms of elec- 
ting love are open toembrace, therefore its language is, Whofoever 
will, let him-come, and him that cometh I will in no Wife cafl out. Butthis 
leads me to obferve, where the churches treafure, of grace and 
glory is fettled. The apoftle declares it is in heavenly places in 
Cueaist Jesus, according to his purpofe and grace which was given 
to us in Curist, 2 Tim. i.g. Here it may be worthy our obfer- 
vation, to take notice, that the angels of Gon were bleffed in 
themfelves, 
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fhemfelves, that their bleflednefs depended upon the perfe<tion 
of their obedience to their great Creator, and author of their 


Ve 


happinefs ; but they fianed and thereby loft their felicity, left as 


7 


the {cripture fays, their firlt habitation. So Adzm, in his {tate of 

innocency, was endued with every bleffing that rendered him 
d o 

‘ompleatly happy ; but the continuation of his blefings, and the 

j 


pended upon t 


obedience to the law of Gop: therefore when /dam finned, and 


7 
i 


enjoyment of his happinefs, de ie perfection of his 


violated the law of his Gop, he loft the horas of his hap- 
pinefs both for foul and body, for himfelf and his pofterity. Rom. 

19. For by one man’s difabedtence, many were made fners. As he 
was the head of nature, all mankind fprung from him, and were 
confidered in his loins, therefore they finned in him, and fell with 
him in his firft tranfgreflion. Rom. v. 12. Js whom all have finned, 


Friendly, What did they fall from ? 


= 


Truth. They fell from a ftate of purity and innocence, to a 
ftate of defilement and guiltinefs before Gop; from a ftate of 
reedom and friendfhip with Gon, to a ftate of eftrangement 
and enmity tohim; trom a ftate of favour 1 ftate of wrath, 
Eph. ii. 3. from paradife, to a ftate of poverty, in thort, froma 
heaven of enjoyment, to a hell of difquictude : 
ment. Thus the elec& of Gon funk, fell, and were 
by virtue of their union to him, as their | 
nevertheleis from grace and glory bleflings they : 

Adam as their head and reprefentative was nev 

them, and therefore confequently he could not lof 

he fell ; for God foreknew the mutability and changeablenefs 
] 


the creature, therefore he would never entru{t the defigns of 


his love, the accomplifhment of his glory, the falvation bl eflings 
of his grace, in the hands of a creature, but fixes them in the 
hands of Him whofe power is Almighty to keep them, whofe na- 
ture and perfections are unchangeable 1 o preferve t 

heart is love to beftow them; therefore faith 

hath bleffed us with all [piritual t ble, ings in beavei ly places in CHRIST 
Jesus, Eph, i. 3. The bleflings of grace and glory, the promife 
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of life and falvation were all fettled in Curist, in whom al 
the promifes are yea and amen, according to his grace and purpof2, 
which was civen us in Curist, 2 Epift. Tim. i. 9. For Curis r is 
the center of every bleffing, the fixation of love, the fountain of 
grace and glory communications. As dam was our head of 
nature, fo Curist is our head of grace, our fpiritual and life- 
giving head of glory ; that, when all our natural bleflings were 
Joh in Adam, our fpiritual and eternal bleflings were fecure in 
Curist Jesus; for Adam's fall made no change in the bofom 
of Jenovan's love to his people, or altered any defign, purpo- 
fes, nor council concerning them. For glory-bleflings were 


“mmmoveably fixed in Curist by promife, counfel, and oath, 


before ever fin or time took place, According, faith the 
Apolitle, as be hath chofen us in him before the foundation of the world, 
Eph. i. 4. 


Before time began, or man was made, 
Foundation of my blifs was laid, 
Fix’d by the Sacred Three ; 
In councils of eternal love, 
Firm as his throne, ’tis there I prove 
My blifs fecure to me. 


This grace unchanging I adore, 

Long to know it more and more, 
And all its glories fee ; 

To feel its power for ever fhine, 

To melt my heart in thanks divine, 
For love fo rich to me. 


You'll obferve, my dear Friend/y, the nature and extent of the 
bleffings wherewith we was blefled in Curist; the nature of 
them is Spiritual, the extent of them is all Spiritual Bleffings 5 if 
Spiritual, then unchangeable, if all Spirtual Blefings, then it in- 
cludes the fixation of love in election, our adoption as children 
by grace, our predeftination to glory, our jultification by 


Cuaist’s righteoufnefs, the pardon of our fins by his blood, 
redemption 
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redemption by his power, fpiritual mecknefs by his grace, for 
the confummate enjoyment ot himfelf in glory. 


But this leads me to the laft thing propofed, when this grace 
and glory was fettled. I anfwer, as the thoughts of grace anc 
the beftowment of glory, are immanent atts in Gop, ats of 
kindne/s in his own mind, it muft be from eternity; therefore; 


fays Gop to his Church, Jer. xxxi. 3. J have loved thee with am 
everlafiing love ; and when the Apoftle fixes the foundation of our 


falvation, he lays it thus : According to his grace and purpofe, which 
was given us in Curist before the world began, 2 Epilt. Tim.i. 9. 
Gob terefaw what fin and Satan would do to deflroy us, butin- 
finite wifdom was beforehand with tlte Devil, in laying a fure 


foundation to fave us ; to prepare a remedy a nft our difeafe, 

9 7 . . . - . ' . c . © 

that whatioever we enjuy in time, is but the opéenmy¢ o1 his eter- 

nal treafures, laid up for us in Curist, before the world began, 
- 7 


or his communicating the bleffings through Curist that he has 
c 4 oO 


beftowed upon us in Cueist in whom it has pleafed the Fa: 
THER flould all fulnefs dwell, that he may be head over all 
things to his church. oh. i. 16. Out of bis fulnefi we receives 
and that crace for grace. 

If you enquire, Friendly, by whom it was fettled, I anfwer, it 


5 


iad arightto fet- 


was by him that had a plenty, a redundancy of grace and glory, 
to fettle upon his people ; it was by him that | 
tle it, that has all power to maintain the fettlement, that hadlove 
to beftow it, that had a delight in doing it; blefled be the Goo 
and Faruer of our Lorp Jstus Curist, who hath bleffed 
us; if the bleflings {pring from Gop they never can fail, it he 
hath bleed, who fhall reverfe it? it is Heaven’s charter to the 
éitizens of Zion, and who {hall overthrow it? the legacy of di- 
all the power, tears 
and prayers of E/au, could not make Tfaac’s bI gto jfa- 
ecb, L have bieffed him and he fhall be blefled, fays he. So 


vine love, and who fhall make it void? As 
void 


thing fhall make void the promifes of God, the fettiements of 


his love, for he hath blefled them, faid Balzam, and I cannot 1 


verie it. 
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Friendly, But Truth, What is the motive and caufe of alj thid 
ecurity, fafety of this grace, and glory for Gon’s people ? 


Truth. 1 anfwer the motive to all this, is the great love of Gon 
flowing from his fovereign pleafure, Eps, i. as Having prea fina: 
ted us to the aa re ” "of childer ren, by Jesus Curist to himfelf, ac 
gording to the good pleafure of his will, and in verfe 11. Jn whom alfa 
an inheritance, being predeftinated according to the 
purpofe of him, whe worketh all things accerding to the counfel of bis caun 


will. 


; 


we have G DI 


Friendly. Give me leave my dear Truth, to enquire of you, ix 
the fourth place, whdt J am to underftand by the covenant of 
grace, or the divine Tranfactions between the Eternal Three, 
concerning the falvation of loit finners ? 


Truth. But my dear Friendly, it will be neceflary for you firk 
to underftand the nature of the covenant of works; upon what 
foundation it ftands, its violation and breach, the which will 
ferve to enhance the wonders, and glories of that love that ap- 
pears in the covenant of grace for the redemption of finners. 

Firft, the law of Gop, or the covenant of works, exhibited 
to man in his ftate of innocency, was perfeét, finlefs, and perpe- 
tual obedience; therefore we find in Ma@t. xix. 16, that when 
one came to our dear Lor@, and faid unto him, Good Mafrer, 
what good thin 1@ [hall I do, that I may have eternal life ? He faid unto 
him tf thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments, If you en- 
quire what the commandments are, you have 2 comprehenfive 
view of them in Luke x. 27. Thou /halt love the Lorp thy Gon, auith 
all thine heart, with all tly foul, andwith all thy mind: This da, and 
thou fhalt live. Now man in his ftate of innocency, had a power 
and ‘capacity adequate to the demands of the law of Gop ; he 
had an underftanding to know the extenfive demands of it ; pure 
affections that took up its delight and center ih it; a will that 
with complacency yielded a chearful obedince thereunto; a happy 
harmony 
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